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George Eastman House Tour 2012 

We had begun talking about visiting the George Eastman House and Gardens 
perhaps two or three years ago. But it was just one of many activities and events 
that were suggested at the time. So it just got put off from one year to the next. 

   Finally, on May 20th of 
this year we arranged a 
guided tour of the house 
and the gardens. So, on a 
perfectly beautiful Sunday, 
24 Section members and 
guests met at the Walker 
Center in Williamsville and 
formed a caravan that traveled to Rochester to take in an event that 
had us stepping back in time. The house and gardens were nothing 
less than opulent. And we learned that George Eastman, a self 
made multi-millionaire 

by age 36 and who invented the Kodak camera, “lived large.”  He had the 
house built on 8½ acres, a 35,000 sq ft Colonial Revival house containing 
37 rooms, 13 baths and nine fire places.  He also had many modern con-

veniences installed, such as an electric 
generator, internal telephone network 
with 21 stations, a built in vacuum clean-
ing system, a central clock network, an 
elevator and a great pipe organ that he 
had played every day while he read his 
newspaper and ate his breakfast in the 
house solarium. The pipes for the organ 
ran up the entire three floors of the 
house and essentially turned the house into a giant organ when played. The gardens 

and outside “strolling” areas were as fantastic and meticulously kept as the house. 
   This was the kind of event that you just had to be there to appreciate.  After the tours were completed we all went to the 
attached café for some lunch and a chance to visit while exchanging thoughts on what we had just experienced.  Some of 
us stayed to take in the museum and photo exhibition, “Untold Stories.”  The 
photos, mostly black and white, went back to the 1900’s and truly told many sto-

ries of yesteryear. 
   George Eastman took his own life at the age of 56 leaving a 
note indicating that he felt he had accomplished all that he 
could, having reached “old age,” and so, “saw no reason to 
linger.”  During his life time, Mr. Eastman donated over 
$100,000,000 to various charities. 
   So, for those of you who were unable to join us on this tour; 
should you ever have a chance to plan a visit to Rochester, 
plan on visiting the George Eastman House. You’ll be very glad 

you did.  (More photos on our website.)      - Bill Fix 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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2012 EVENTS CALENDAR 

 

• June 10—EuroCar Day, car show sponsored by the British Car Club, Rose Garden Restaurant, 
2753 Wherle Dr., Williamsville 14221, 9 am to 3:30 pm rain or shine, popular vote 

• June 16—German Festival, Amherst Museum, food, music, beer, vintage cars and more! Satur-
day, June 16, 2012 at Buffalo Niagara Heritage Village, 3755 Tonawanda Creek Road, Amherst, NY 
14228.  Arrive by display your MB and enjoy the festivites.  One free lunch voucher per car. 

• July 15 –International Beer Tasting Party, details to follow by email. 

• July (TBD) - New Member Meet & Greet picnic, details to follow 

• August 17—MBCA Co-hosted event, Legends of the Autobahn, see your Star magazine 

• September 9—Schlachtfest at Spring Garden 

• September 15—German Festival, car display at Hamburg Memorial Park 

• September 18–Monthly meetings resume 6:30 p.m., Milos Restaurant, Main Street Williamsville 

• October (TBA) - Road Rallye by Roy and Jeanette, details to follow 

• December 9—Christmas Party at Russell’s Steaks, Chops and More, details to follow 

 

Note:  More events are being planned… stay tuned to your email and our website 

for more information!   www.mbca.org/niagara  
 

Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events. 

See www.mbca.org/niagara and click on Calendar, 2012 Events, or  

call Dave at 716-688-0540 for more information. 
Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings. 
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President’s Message       By Bill Fix 

H 
ere it is, the end of May. In fact, it’s Memorial Day weekend and I’m sitting on my patio enjoying a beautiful 80 

degree day while the official beginning of summer is still weeks away. 
   We, the Board members, are on our summer break until September. But that doesn’t mean that we have failed to 

plan out a number of events that will bring us together periodically through the summer season. We invite you to scan 

the schedule of events you will find here in the newsletter, then mark your calendar to ensure that you will be re-

minded to attend one or all of the events. You’ll notice that the events presented cover a diverse spectrum of activities 

giving you the opportunity to drive and show off your pampered Benz while enjoying the company of your fellow section members. 
    One other thing you might want to do, to keep in touch with what’s happening between now and our reconvening in the fall, is to 

scan our web site. Our web master, Art Bourget, has not only created a fantastic Section web site, he keeps it current. Adding in new 

and informative articles about our Section as well as up dates from the MBCA National organization. You might want to spend some 

time scanning our photo gallery for pictures from recent events/activities and looking through a great selection of automotive related 

magazine articles. It’s all there! 
   I’m pleased to say that we have seen a nice increase in the number of members who have taken in some of our events for the first 

time. We’d like to see even more of you folks taking the time to join us on our outings and at our meetings. After all, that’s what 

makes a good Section a great Section.  With all of that said, the Board members and myself wish you a really great and safe summer 
season... SEE YOU AT THE NEXT EVENT! 

Advertisement 

Mercedes-Benz Tech Day 2012 

O 
n Saturday April 14, members of the Niagara Section par-
ticipated in a Tech Day hosted by Mercedes-Benz of Buffalo 

at their showroom at 8185 Main Street, Williamsville.  The event 
provided members with the opportunity to be sure their cars were 
ready for this year’s driving season.  Members also had the op-
portunity to examine the complete line of 2012 Mercedes-Benz 
models and view some unique automobiles, including a Maserati 
GranTourismo convertible and a RENNtech-modified Mercedes 
E550. 

   Mercedes-Benz of Buffalo was an excellent host.  Service Manager Brian Stracick and his staff of 
Mercedes-Benz technicians provided free technical inspections of members’ automobiles.  Sales 
Specialist David Frank gave a briefing on new and future technologies in Mercedes-Benz automo-
biles.  And General Manager Brooke Arber arranged for lunch to be served to those in attendance.  
All section members in attendance were very grateful for the support they received. 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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WHEELS AND DEALS 
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.   

Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net 

 

1984 M-B 380SL This silver, show-quality SL has only 31,000 original miles and has 
been babied all its life.  A show winner at local shows, it is also a beautifully responsive 
driving car.  Interior color is light gray and the car has a dark blue original canvas top.  
You will have to see it to believe the near perfect un-restored original condition, with no 
damage or bodywork ever. Stored properly every winter. Price lowered to $18,500 for 
members.  Call Mike Repko 716-652-0374. 

 

TIRES! Four Bridgestone Blizzak WS60 winter tires for C300.  Almost new, used only 2,400 miles, size 225/40 
R18 88R.  Paid  $900, asking only $550 for the set.  Also, one Continental ContiSportContact 3, size 225/40ZR18 
with approximately 11,000 miles.  Cost over $300 new, asking $75 or best offer.  Please call Ed:  716-912-2121. 

 

1969 Mercedes 220  A classic collectible Mercedes is a fine example of late ‘60’s luxury 
and must be seen to be appreciated.  Only 48,000 original miles on the odometer and pris-
tine black MBtex interior shows no wear or damage.  Four cylinders, dual carburetors, auto-
matic transmission.  Asking $5,000 and will consider offers.  Please call 716-912-2902 for 
more information and to see this car. 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Gene Long       716-912-2902   genelong@verizon.net 

Registered NYS Retail Dealer…….Discounts for Club Members! 

All Makes, Great Deals 

Your next Mercedes-Benz at a 

wholesale price! Just let us know 

which model, year, options you de-

sire, and we will find it for you! 

8561 Falls Road, West Falls, NY 14170  

Advertisement 

Advertisement 

 

 

 

2471 Niagara Falls Blvd. 

Amherst, NY  14228 

“SAME DAY SERVICE” 

20% DISCOUNT TO ALL MBCA MEMBERS 

Newsletter Note! 

This newsletter is available online at our website:  www.mbca.org/niagara 

Please feel free to print it out, in full color, and read it at your leisure. If you prefer the electronic version, please 
email or call Gene Long (genelong@verizon.net or 716-655-4515) and your subscription will be sent by email 
notice only.  In order to ensure that we reach all members,  black & white paper copies of this newsletter will be 
mailed to all members.    Thank you! 

 Nickel City Star  Editor:  Gene Long, Contact: genelong@verizon.net 

Sponsorship Rates: All rates are for 12 months.   

“Almost-new” 

cars available! 



MBCA Membership Benefits - Please Renew! 
• Six big issues of The Star magazine every year  •  Companionship with fellow M-B enthusiasts  •  Locally sponsored events   

• Local newsletter  •  National driving, show, technical and social events  •  Free classified ads, both local and national   

• Free technical advice  •  Reprints of recent and vintage articles  •  Club Store online  •  Raffle -  new M-B cash prizes 

NIAGARA SECTION 
MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB  
OF AMERICA, INC. 

Nickel City Star Editor 
8561 Falls Rd. 
West Falls, NY  14170 
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Mercedes-Benz of Buffalo 

8185 Main Street, Williamsville, NY    (716) 633-0088     www.mercedesbenzbflo.com  

2013 SL Class 


