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Welcome, New Member 

Thomasine Williams 

Thank You, Renewed 

Loyal Members 

Mary Rollinger 

Sandra Morrissey 

Edith Kurczewski 

Tarik Kawi 

Gary Reiche 

Jack Gimlin 

Robert Chambers 

Judi Laird 

Charles Niles 

Kristina Gasz 

Robert Schober 
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June 25 Membership Drive  at Amherst German Festival 

Join us for a German Car Show and Festival!  Bring your Mercedes to our club display at the Museum, 3755 Tonawanda 

Creek Rd, between NF Blvd .and Sweethome on Saturday June 25, 1 to 4 p.m.  See Calendar, p. 2 and President’s Message. 

Mai Rallye 2011 
   Our expertly designed Fun Rallye started at Dunkin’ Donuts on Main Street, East 

Aurora, NY.  The first car left at about 11:30 a.m. and the final car about 15 minutes 

later.  We were given a set of instructions and a list of 

questions and route cues to follow.  Not a race, and 

with safety as our mantra, we drove 85 miles through 

the rain to our final destination while gathering knowl-

edge of places we’d never been before.  Really a fun 

day!  Last stop was Albion, at 

Tillman’s Village Inn where we 

had supper, talked about the 

rally and received our awards 

and numerous door prizes sup-

plied by our Rallymasters, Roy 

and Jeanette Kuck.  Let’s do this 

again soon! 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-912-2902 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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2011 EVENTS CALENDAR 

 

• Summer Car shows:   June 19  Sonnenberg Gardens Father's Day Car Cruise, 12 - 4:00 pm Canandaigua 

 June 25  Amherst Museum + Membership drive, 1-4 pm, 3755 Tonawanda Creek 
Rd., Amherst, All Mercedes vehicles are welcome.  Please join us & help recruit new 
members too! 

    July 10  Hubertushaus, Mannheim Ontario, Canada  

 September 3  WNY German-American Heritage Festival, 1—6 pm at Cheektowaga 
Town Park, Harlem Rd. between Genesee and Walden (www.BuffaloGerman.com)  

• July 17—Chautauqua Antique Car Club joint picnic and antique car show, details to follow 

• August 5 to 8—Weekend trip to Parry Sound and Tours (email ifischer@buffalo.edu for details) 

• September 11– Schlachtfest at Spring Garden with our Mercedes vehicles on display 

• September 17—Oktoberfest, Hamburg Town Park with our Mercedes vehicles on display 

• October 1– Dinner at Castel Grisch German winery, restaurant and scenic overlook 

• November—Dinner Aboard the Railroad excursion, details to be determined 

• December 11– Annual Christmas Party @ Russell’s 
 

Please see our website www.mbca.org/niagara for calendar information and details!  
 

These and other events are in the planning stages… watch for future announcements! 

Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events. 

See www.mbca.org/niagara and click on Calendar, 2011 Events, or  

call Dave at 716-688-0540 for more information. 
Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings. 
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Questions? Call your Section President at 716-912-2902 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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President’s Message       By Gene Long 

S 
ummertime, and the livin’ is easy... This summer we plan to attend the usual bevy of car shows but this time 
to use our presence there to display our club as well as our cars, in an effort to recruit new members.  We 

have arranged to showcase our club at the Amherst Museum’s German Festival on June 25.  This should be a 
huge event featuring food, music, dancing, crafts and demonstrations.  We will have a canopy and membership 
recruitment materials there.  It will be great to have our folks there in numbers to “talk it up!”.  Please come and help us. 

   Membership is our reason for being, and we appreciate you, your help and participation.  Please make sure we have your 
email address in our list.  If you have not received an email from Dave Doherty in the past month, it means we don’t have an 

accurate address for you.  Send changes to Dave Doherty at ddoherty1966@aol.com.  Thanks! 

   Take advantage of the items for sale, as well as the products and services offered by our advertisers.  Again, my extreme 
appreciation and gratitude goes out to officers and members continually improving the Niagara Section!   

Did You Know……….. 

By Bill Fix 

…...That in 1863 Gottlieb Daimler began his employment at the Bruderhaus Reutlingen machine factory as 
supervisor. While at the Bruderhaus he met the man who would become his partner in later years, Wilhelm 
Maybach. It was at the Bruderhaus that Daimler became acquainted with the internal combustion engine. He 
envisioned greater possibilities for the development of the engine by creating higher speeds through a better 
ignition system. 

   Daimler left the Bruderhaus, taking Maybach with him and they began their own company in Bad Constatt, 
a suburb of Stuttgart, Germany. They set up a work shop in a greenhouse on the property Daimler bought. 
Their goal was to develop a high-speed internal-combustion engine that could power a vehicle. 

   The first model of the fast running, small and light gasoline engine was ready in 1883. By August 29, 1885, 
Daimler had enough confidence in his new motor to submit patent specifications to the Berlin Imperial Patent 
Office. The drawings that accompanied the specifications showed a small one-cylinder motor on what was 

the world’s first motorcycle, the Reitras. The body 
of the motorcycle was constructed of wood; the 
wheels were carriage type spoke wheels banded with 
steel. The vehicle was belt driven and sported 
“training” type wheels for stability. 

Daimler built his first “Moto Carriage” in 1886, pow-
ered by a 1.5 hp single cylinder engine. 

 

 

 

    

 

 

About this same time, Karl Benz had also patented his three 

wheeled Patent Motor Car, thus beginning the saga and 
the creation of the Mercedes-Benz. 

 

1886 “Moto Carriage” 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-912-2902 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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VP’s Corner    By Bill Fix 

D 
uring the recent election for the congressional seat for the 26th District, Republican can-
didate, Jane Corwin, along with the other candidates was asked what kind of cars they 

owned. As I recall, Corwin mentioned that her family owned three cars, one of which is a Mer-
cedes. The admission of owning a Mercedes was given almost sheepishly. The connotation 
being that owning a Mercedes some how sets you apart from the average or middleclass 
population of people in the US. 

   I believe that at some point in our country’s history that may have been true. Only because most Americans 
at one time believed that it was un-American to own any thing other than an American made automobile. The 
phrase “American as Chevrolet and apple pie” was once upon a time extremely iconic.  Even today, it’s not 
unusual for some Mercedes owners to display caution about when and where they are willing to be seen with 
their Benz. And for some that is part of the mystic of Mercedes-Benz ownership. 

   My own introduction to Mercedes resulted from being stationed in Germany as a 19 year old GI. Since I’d 
never owned a car before, I was eager to get a set of wheels to help me explore my new surroundings. Look-
ing around the used car lots in Germany I discovered that there were as many or more Mercedes-Benz auto-
mobiles as there were other makes. And because I had graduated from a vocational high school where I had 
learned to be an automobile and diesel mechanic, I could fully appreciate the quality and work-
manship that I found in the Mercedes-Benz.   

   Even my first car, a 1950 Mercedes-Benz 170S, was very im-
pressive. That was the beginning of my love affair with these 
cars. The more of them I owned and the more I learned about the 
consistent and aggressive engineering that went into these cars, 
the more I learned to appreciate the real value of ownership. 

   While my personal history of Mercedes ownership is chock full 
of interesting tales, we’d love to have some of you share your 
stories with us so we can share them with your fellow club mem-
bers. For every Mercedes-Benz owner there has to be a story as 
to why or how they became an advocate of the “Star”. 

   So, if you’re willing, send your story to me via e-mail at, Wllfx@aol.com and we’ll print them in your newslet-
ter as space permits.  This is just another way for us to get to know each other while sharing the uniqueness 
of our cars and our club.  Have a safe and happy summer! 

WHEELS AND DEALS 
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.   

Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net 

 

1984 M-B 380SL This silver, show-quality SL has only 30,000 original 
miles and has been babied all its life.  A show winner at local shows, it 
is also a beautifully responsive driving car.  Interior color is light gray 
and the car has a dark blue original canvas top.  You will have to see it 
to believe the near perfect un-restored original condition, with no dam-
age or bodywork ever. Stored properly every winter. Price lowered to 
$19,900 for members.  Call Mike Repko 716-652-0374. 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-912-2902 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Gene Long       716-912-2902   genelong@verizon.net 

Tim Farnham  716-863-3502   sales@2ndhandlions.com 

Registered NYS Retail Dealer…….Discounts for Club Members! 

Great Mercedes Deals 

Your next Mercedes-Benz at a wholesale price! 
Just let us know which model, year, options you desire, 

and we will find it for you! 

8561 Falls Road, West Falls, NY 14170  

Advertisement 

Advertisement 

 

 

 

2471 Niagara Falls Blvd. 

Amherst, NY  14228 

“SAME DAY SERVICE” 

20% DISCOUNT TO ALL MBCA MEMBERS 

716-691-9595                      (Owners are Members Bruce & Carol Rawls) 

Newsletter Note! 

This newsletter is available online at our website:  www.mbca.org/niagara 

   In order to ensure that we reach all members,  black & white paper copies of this newsletter will be mailed to 
all members.  We are working to decrease mailing costs, so if you have provided the club with an email ad-
dress, the Nickel City Star link will be delivered electronically.  Please feel free to print it out, in full color, and 
read it at your leisure. If you prefer the electronic version, please email or call Becky Reed (rlinnr@gmail.com 
or 716-652-4548) and your subscription will be sent by email notice only.     Thank you! 

 Newsletter Editor:  Gene Long 

Committee:  Bill Fix, Roy Kuck, Jim Norris, Karl Hutchinson, Joanie Long 

 

Advertising Rates:  1/2 page inside ad  $200, 1/4 page $125, Business 

card ad $100, Web Link no charge (with print ad).  All rates per year (4 issues).  
Contact genelong@verizon.net for more information. 



MBCA Membership Benefits - Please Renew! 
• Six big issues of The Star magazine every year  •  Companionship with fellow M-B enthusiasts  •  Locally sponsored events   

• Local newsletter  •  National driving, show, technical and social events  •  Free classified ads, both local and national   

• Free technical advice  •  Reprints of recent and vintage articles  •  Club Store online  •  Raffle -  new M-B cash prizes 

NIAGARA SECTION 
MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB  
OF AMERICA, INC. 

Nickel City Star Editor 
8561 Falls Rd. 
West Falls, NY  14170 

PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 

Advertisement 

Mercedes-Benz of Buffalo 

8185 Main Street, Williamsville, NY  (716) 633-0088   www.mercedesbenzbflo.com  

CLS Class 


