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by Bill Fix

You know, I’ve lived in Western New York most of my life – except for a few years when I was serving in the military.
You’d think that after nearly 70 years you would have seen and done just about everything there is to do in this part of the
state. And you’d be wrong, dead wrong.
Because we have so many amazing club members with such diverse interests that they are willing to share, we are constantly being made aware of events and activities that many of us did not even know existed. The recent excursion to the
Artisan Events Center in Rochester, was such an event. Terry and Jerry Thomas steered us to a place that most of us had
never even heard of…. unbelievable is an understatement!
Arriving outside of a basically non-descript warehouse-type building, marked on the outside by a few colorful “art”ifacts,
we were curious to see what we were in for.
We entered a side door into what
initially looked like a darkened room.
But once inside, it exploded into a
mind blowing array of items that were
a combination of art, artifacts, museum
quality items of every description –
they were everywhere… on the floor,
on the walls (that were three stories
tall), and even on the ceilings. Amazing! You didn’t know where to look
first. Joanie described it best when she
said it was “sensory overload.” I couldn’t agree more.
Moving from one area to the next
was accomplished by navigating a labyrinth of corridors. Off of each corridor
were little rooms just filled with stuff –
art, antiques, full size taxidermal animals, cars (real and wood carved), and theme rooms. Everywhere you looked you found something of interest. When was
the last time you played a real pinball machine. Or maybe played a little shuffleboard, or sat on a stool that “kissed your behind?” And there was an automobile engine mounted on a stand – but if you lifted a handle on the side, it became a barbecue
grill. And there was more, so much more! You simply have to see it to believe it!
After two hours (and we could easily have spent two days), we headed off to Batavia, to Bohn’s Restaurant. This too, was
an exceptional choice. Good food, good service, a great atmosphere and reasonable prices. A perfect ending to a perfect day.
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2013 E VENTS C ALENDAR
Events

Monthly members meetings are held at 6:30 p.m., Milos Restaurant, Main Street Williamsville except in June, July, August or December, but events are planned
•

•
•

•

•

•

July 21—Beer Tasting Party*, at Ed and Bev’s - See Willkommen, next page.
August 18—Summer Picnic and members’ car display, Elma Conservation
Club*
September 8—Schlachtfest at Spring Garden, Marilla NY with “popular
choice” car show*
September 17—Monthly members meeting, Milos Restaurant, Main Street
Williamsville, 6:30 p.m.
October 15—Monthly members meeting, Milos Restaurant, Main Street
Williamsville, 6:30 p.m. Election of Officers for 2014—2016
Please see our website www.mbca.org/niagara for calendar information and details!
*These and other events are in the planning stages… watch for future announcements!
Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events.
See www.mbca.org/niagara and click on Calendar, 2013 Events, or
call Dave at 716-688-0540 for more information.
Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings.

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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President’s Message

By Bill Fix

Once again we find ourselves looking forward to enjoying the good ole summer time. While we’ll be taking a break
from our monthly meetings, we’ll still be very actively involved in the summer events that have already been created and
placed on our events calendar. The best way to keep up with these activities is to keep this copy of your newsletter
handy or check our website regularly – also, keep an eye on your email from Dave Doherty.
Summertime events are a great way to become acquainted with your club if you haven’t already done so. We’re beginning to see more new faces, and we encourage all who haven’t been able to join us previously to put at least one
event on your “to do” list and then come out and meet your fellow club members – you’ll definitely be glad you did.
Also, a reminder….this is a board member election year. Watch your email for a nomination form. This is your chance to nominate
yourself or someone that you’d like to see leading your club for the 2014-2016 term. All of the Executive Board seats are open to
nomination: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer. In addition, the following positions are also available for anyone interested: Newsletter Editor, Web Master, Membership Committee Chair, Events Coordinator, Marketing/Advertising Chair. If you or
someone you know have ideas that will make our club bigger, stronger, more active or simply more fun – get involved, NOW.
Be safe, and we’ll see you soon.

Willkommen

N

iagara Section M-B Club is holding
an international beer tasting on
Sunday, July 21. All are invited to bring
their favorite international beer, make
a brief presentation, and pour a sample
for all to taste. Although this is a car
club with a German flavor, any international beer would be welcome as well as
those from micro breweries.

This event will be held at Ed Yungbluth’s and Bev Basinski’s home at 4375
Homestead Lane, Clarence. Festivities will begin at 2:00 P.M.
In addition to beer samples, those attending are asked to bring finger
food or a dish to pass for a late afternoon meal. German sausages and rolls
will be provided by your section.
Please call Ed and Bev at 759-1130 or e-mail eyungbluth@verizon.net before Monday, July 15th to indicate the number attending.
If you don’t like beer or don’t drink, please come anyway for the camaraderie
and fun – there’ll be soft drinks and coffee as well.
This should be a fun and relaxing event and a great opportunity to mix with
fellow members. Come and enjoy!
Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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Advertisement

Sonnenberg Car Cruise:

R

The Rain Didn't Stop All of Us...

ain, rain and more rain – the closer we came to the Sonnenberg Annual Fathers Day Car and
Motorcycle Cruise, the more it looked like we might have to cancel our participation in this
event.

Initially, we had about fifteen members committed to participate, with more expected as the event
date came closer. But with the rain continuing one day to the next, one by one, members began to
call and beg off (not that you could blame them….who wants to picnic in the rain?)
Finally, Saturday, the day before the event, we were down to seven die-hard, hardcore individuals
who refused to give in to the rain. Our snacks had already been prepared and we were committed to
moving forward.
Undaunted, we examined our alternatives. We decided to move the venue from the Sonnenberg
Gardens to the Wheatfield Baum“gartn(er’s)”.
As it turned out, the rain in Wheatfield wasn’t a big factor. With grilled hot dogs, plates to pass,
some good beer and a little wine – we salvaged the day and it was absolutely wonderful.
So….rain, rain go away – or stay! To my knowledge, we’ve never had to cancel an event and we
weren’t going to start now.
Cheers!!!

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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Nickel City Star Editor:

Gene Long, Contact: genelong@verizon.net

This newsletter is available online at our website:
www.mbca.org/niagara
Please feel free to print it out, in full color, and read it at your leisure. If you prefer the electronic version, please email or call Gene Long (genelong@verizon.net or 716-655-4515) and
your subscription will be sent by email notice only. In order to ensure that we reach all members, black & white paper copies of this newsletter will be mailed to all members.

Please patronize our
advertisers… they support
the Niagara section!
Accredited journalists can connect with and follow
Mercedes-Benz, at:
Media site: www.media.mbusa.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/mbusapressoffice

WHEELS AND DEALS
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20
for non-members.
Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested.
Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net

Wheels for 1999 S-Class Set of four genuine M-B alloys,
7-spoke, size 16 x 7.5, offset 38 mm, bolt pattern 5-112
mm. Excellent condition. $200 for the set, call Gene at
716-912-2902

Twitter: www.twitter.com.MBUSA_News
Advertisement

Mercedes
For Sale:
Independent
Auto Dealer

See website for
more inventory
information

2006 C55 AMG

2005 E320
CDI Diesel

Gene Long
716-912-2902
genelong@verizon.net
Trades Accepted…….Discounts for Club Members!
Advertisement

2471 Niagara Falls Blvd.
Amherst, NY 14228

“SAME DAY SERVICE”
20% DISCOUNT TO ALL MBCA MEMBERS
Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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MBCA Membership Benefits - Please Renew!
•
•
•

Six big issues of The Star magazine every year • Companionship with fellow M-B enthusiasts • Locally sponsored events
Local newsletter • National driving, show, technical and social events • Free classified ads, both local and national
Free technical advice • Reprints of recent and vintage articles • Club Store online • Raffle - new M-B cash prizes

NIAGARA SECTION
MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB
OF AMERICA, INC.

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Nickel City Star Editor
8561 Falls Rd.
West Falls, NY 14170

Advertisement

2013 GLK Class

Mercedes-Benz of Buffalo
8185 Main Street, Williamsville, NY (716) 633-0088

www.mercedesbenzbflo.com

