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SuSuSugar ShaShaShack brrrrrrr!
Upon waking March 16th, we were met with a temperature of 6 degrees, plus or minus, depending on where you live. Ouch! And the weatherman indicated that the high for the day
was expected to be 20 degrees. But by now, we were kind of used to it.
So, 33 strong, we met at Duncan Donuts in East Aurora where we got our caravan underway
and pointed to the Maple Syrup Pancake Breakfast at the Fairbanks Maple Farm in Forestville, New York. This was to be a true adventure.
Fortunately, while cold, the day was sunny and the roads were
clear. Driving down route 20 for most of the way, we encountered few potholes. Arriving in Forestville, we had to navigate a
dirt farm road for about a mile. But the road was freshly plowed
and easy on our cars. As we approached our destination we
could see white smoke rising from the Sugar Shack tucked
back among the maple trees just off of the dirt road. Our first
clue that this venue may be different from those we’ve visited in the past, were the out
door outhouses – replete with crescent moon vent holes. The breakfast was served right
in the sugar shack where the sap was merrily boiling down to make maple syrup. The fragrance
was intoxicating and to say the venue was “rustic” might be an
understatement. A single wood burner that was having difficulty
warming the entire room provided heat. However, had the outside temperature been above 20 degrees, the experience may
have been a little better. No matter – we’re a hardy bunch, and
this was definitely different.
The breakfast of all you can eat pancakes, served with sausage,
scrambled eggs, apple juice and applesauce was topped off with
maple syrup that was freshly made the day before and poured
directly in to the table dispensers for our consumption.
After breakfast (we didn’t need to put on our coats, because we never took them off) 23 of us moved on to the McClurg Museum for the
docent lead tour that had been arranged by Mike and Louise Repko. Once again, we were rewarded to find a hidden treasure of WNY.
This is easily a place you might want to visit over and over again. It is truly, historically significant. And it gives you the feeling of stepping
back in time. The museum is a continuing “work in progress”. They change the displays often, using a huge and growing archive of historical items.
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2014 E VENTS C ALENDAR
•

Member Meetings: April 15, May 20, Sept. 16, Oct. 21, Nov. 18, at Milos
Restaurant, 6:30 PM

•

April 27—Tour of the Buffalo Botanical Gardens and Lady of Victory Basilica and Na-

•

May 17—Tour of the Buffalo Transportation Museum (Pierce Arrow) followed by lunch.*

•

June 15—Sonnenberg Gardens Father’s Day Car Show, Canandaigua NY*

•

June 22—Annual Section Picnic at the Elma Conservation Club*

•

July 20—Beer Tasting Party International favorites and food*

•

August (Date TBD) Tour of Darwin Martin House*

•

August 31—Octagon Club Car Show, Como Lake Park, Lancaster*

•

September 7—Schlachtfest at Spring Garden, Marilla, NY

•

September 28—Williamsville Oktoberfest Car Display*

•

October (Date TBD) - Train Excursion*

•

November Event (TBD)*

•

December 7—Annual Christmas Party at Salvatore’s Italian Gardens*

Events
tional Shrine followed by luncheon (check your email for announcement)

Please see our website www.mbca.org/niagara for calendar information and details!
*These and other events are in the planning stages… watch for future announcements!
Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events.
See www.mbca.org/niagara and click on “Schedule of Events”
Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings.

Editor’s note: Nickel City Star is going electronic! Quarterly issues will be e-mailed to all members with known addresses in lieu of paper mailings. However, members without e-mail and those requesting it will be sent their newsletters by mail. If you don’t have an e-mail address known to
us currently and/or you wish to receive a mailed copy, please contact Dave Doherty at 716-688-0540.
Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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President’s Message

By Bill Fix

Recently, the MBCA National Business Office (NBO), sent us updated information concerning how they would like to see us grow
our Section membership. They are in the process of evaluating a concept that they have titled “Membership Enrollment Leader
(MEL)”. The basic premise is that it is essential for MBCA look to the future. By encouraging the enrollment of a younger demographic of Mercedes-Benz buyers we will be able to ensure the growth of individual club sections. The demographic being targeted is
the 25-45 year olds. The influx of this population of buyers would contribute to the potential for a younger executive board, that
could contribute to the redefinition of an aging club population.
Someone once told me that, ‘the only constant is change.” And change is inevitable. It is something that we must embrace. If we should have the
opportunity to experience the changes projected, we will find our own roles “changing” also. We will find ourselves becoming mentors, a role with
which most of us are already acquainted. No matter what happens as we move forward, we can be sure it will be exciting. And, in the mean time,
we will continue to do our best to ensure that our club is a viable source of enjoyment for the members currently enrolled. Ownership or advocacy
of the Mercedes automobile provides us the perfect opportunity to come together collectively to enjoy our cars and the companionship of our fellow members – something this section has been doing since 1999.
Having said that…. be sure you check our calendar of coming events. We have some great events planned and we will be looking forward to your
participation.
From time to time, individual section members develop an activity that is not scheduled as a club event. These activities are often of interest to other
members when made known. The following is one such activity that has been planned by Art Bourget, an active member of the MBCA Niagara Section. - Bill Fix

Studebakers, Auburns, Cords and
Duesenbergs!
A museum tour and pleasure drive event has been scheduled April 11 - 13 to visit the Studebaker and the Auburn
Cord-Duesenberg Museums in Indiana. The vision of these
museums provides a view of the development of automobiles from the infancy of motoring innovation from their beginnings, through the early 1950's. Classics and auto's purchased as daily drivers are all on display. Please go to our
website, www.mbca.org/niagara for additional information.
This activity is "pay as you go, on your own" and is not subsidized in any way by the Niagara Section.

2014 Canadian International Auto Show
A small band of Niagara Section adventurers took to the highway to experience the 2014 Canadian International Auto Show’s many
enticing attractions, the most interesting of course was the Mercedes-Benz exhibit. As in past years, we were invited into the “upper
sanctum” for refreshments and an overall view of the display. While there are some nice vehicles available in the world market, we
remain loyal to the Best One, of course.

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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UNCORKING A NEW YEAR...
anuary 19th was the beginning of our new calendar of events for 2014
and it began with one of our favorite events – our sixth annual wine
tasting. The weather was dismal; cold, cloudy and snowy – and that kept
some members from attending. We didn’t know it then, but that day was
an ominous sign of what we were in store for during a winter that had already seemed too long and too cold. Had we only known then what was to
follow! But for those of us anticipating the need to throw off the grip of a
tightening bout of cabin fever, this was the perfect opportunity to enjoy the
company of our fellow club members.

J

Our hosts this year were Fred and Maryann Liesinger. As soon as we entered their cozy home, our spirits were immediately lifted (as were our glasses soon after).
As is our formula for this kind of event;
each member attending brought along a bottle of his or her favorite wine and an appetizer
to pass.
Once it was determined that everyone who
had been expected was assembled – we began the process of taking turns to present the
wine we had chosen by giving a short explanation as to why we thought we had made a
good choice. Just to give you an idea…Roy Kuck stood up and exclaimed “Oh Schist!” – which turned out to be the name
of a fine Riesling wine, a product of Germany. While we were still chuckling over his introduction; he announced “I also
brought along a Fat Bastard”. This turned out to be a very tasty Shiraz; accompanied by more laughter. And so it went.
Each of the ten additional presentations were just as interesting and/or informative. A list of all of the presenters and their
wines is attached.
I would be remiss if I didn’t note that the food brought along and shared was outstanding. There was a great variety –
and like our wines; there was a lot of diversity.
PRESENTERS:
Debbie: “Frost Cure’e a white wine and a blend of Riesling, Chardonnay and Gewurztraminer. Best with spicy food…….from Seneca Lake
Roy: “Oh Schist” a white wine / Riesling and a product of Germany. Also brought “Fat
Bastard” this is a very tasty shiraz.
Bill: “Gertie and Max” Product of Germany, a lighter Chardonnay, not as dry.
Shirley: “Reuscher-Haart” means Golden Drops and has a glass stopper. This was sent to
Shirley and Max, right from Germany, a 2007 Riesling Spatlese.
Web site:
www.reuscher-haart.de
Zeki: “Forks of Cheat Winery” this is a red, pomegranate semi-sweet wine. Bottled by Jerry.
Morgantown, W.V.
Fred: “Red Rock” this red wine is from Ca. wine makers. Fred told us that by 1970 all 50
states were producing wine and that we are the 4th largest producers and the top consumers.
Lynn: “Excelsior” this is a cabernet sauvignon 2011, product of South Africa.
Bev: “Apothic Red” 2012 from Ca. this is a blend of rich Zinfandel, smooth Merlot, flavorful
Syrah and bold cabernet Sauvignon. Web site: www.apothic.com
Paul: “Superstition” by Knapp, which is a winery and restaurant. Web site:
www.knappwine.com
Gary: “Chocolate Rouge” sweet red. This is a blend of sweet red wine and rich chocolate
flavors reminiscent of chocolate dipped red berries. Web site: www.chocolaterougewine.com
Melanie: “Hillebrand Icewine Riesling 2008” purchased during Icewine Festival, Niagara On
the Lake, Niagara Peninsula.

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org

2014 - Niagara Section Car Shows and Displays
For most of us, summers include lots
of activities, and not the least of which
are Car Shows. It’s likely that you have
attended as a spectator in the past, but
didn’t feel you could actually enter a
show. If you have never participated,
you may feel uncomfortable with the
prospect of displaying your car’s innermost attributes to the public, but don’t
worry. It’s really a lot of fun. For most
of us, it’s not about competition or winning a prize for the best car in your class
(although that is very exhilarating). It’s
about spending time with like-minded
car enthusiasts talking about their vehicles and learning about their cars and
about yours too.

Sonnenberg Gardens M-B Show 2009

Most shows are locally organized by car clubs and are not expensive to join in. You can simply drive into the entry gate and pay a
small fee to get a spot in practically any show. Some are so large that you will need to enter your car in advance due to limited space,
but that’s rare. If you can register early, you will save a few dollars. The show personnel will place your car in a Class and you will
receive a packet of information (and advertising from the sponsors) along with a dash plaque to keep and a display sign for the windshield. After you are guided to the class’s parking area, fill in the sign and start enjoying!
Things to bring: A clean car, lawn chair(s), sun screen items, fire extinguisher (usually required in all show vehicles), comfortable
shoes for walking around, and some cash for refreshments.
After the cars have all entered, in a show that is “Popular Judging,” you can judge the cars by voting for the ones you like best or that
you think are most original or the cleanest, or whatever is important to you. In “Concours Judging” shows, the organizer will have a
crew of judges look at all the cars in order to award the winners. Everyone starts out with the same number of points and the judges
take points away for non-originality, poor condition, and lack of cleanliness of the vehicle. The car with the most points wins. For
club events in our area, many times we simply have a car display rather than a show. These are lots of fun because there is no pressure
at all, just a get-together about cars. And likely a picnic or party too… Plus, you get to drive your Mercedes!
This year our calendar shows five car show events, and other shows abound. Niagara Section members are welcome to join any of
these events. Some are jointly organized with our club, others are merely listed for our interest and participation.
•

June 8, Euro-Car Day at the Rose Garden on Wherle Drive, is one of the most popular car shows in Western New York. This
may be because the emphasis has always been on fun, not on “white glove style” concours judging. www.bcc-wny.com

•

June 15, Father’s Day, is the show at Sonnenberg Gardens in Canandaigua. More information will follow but it has always been a
nice show where we get to mingle with our Finger Lakes friends, have a picnic, and see the fabulous gardens too.

•

On August 31, the Buffalo Octagon Association (MG Club) has invited Mercedes-Benz Club to their show at Como Park, and will
add a Class for us. Pre-register by August 28. Call 632-9001 for details and a registration form.

•

On September 7, we are always part of the Schlachtfest at Spring Garden as a display event. Free admission to MB drivers and
passengers courtesy of one of our members, Jerry Knapp, if you arrive before noon.

•

On September 28, we have been invited to hold a car display in conjunction with the Williamsville Oktoberfest. More information will follow.
This should be a fun year for shows and casual displays, and I encourage you to attend and participate.

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org

- Gene Long

Will you be mine … Valentine?
Still reeling from a winter that just wasn’t about to give up; we once again joined together to
celebrate the occasion of Valentine’s Day with a Valentine (midtagessen)
Brunch at a new German Restaurant.
Always looking for new experiences for our club members, Dave and
Shelly Doherty proposed a brunch of German food in a cozy little restaurant called Schnitzel.
While Schnitzel does not normally do buffet brunches, they agreed to
create one just for our club. We also arranged to have the buffet on a
Sunday, prior to their normal business hours, so that we would have the
entire venue to ourselves (we know how to get things done!).
To make this event really special, two of our ladies: Joanie and Fran,
signed Valentine cards for each member attending. They also decorated the tables with floral centerpieces, candy hearts and doilies. At
each table (there were five), one of the Valentine cards was coded so that whoever got that card also got to take the centerpiece home
after brunch.
The menu consisted of home made pretzels with a choice of mustards and a cheesy beer sauce, and
a crisp, apple, walnut salad sprinkled with pine nuts and feta cheese and topped with a raspberry
vinaigrette dressing, as appetizers.
This was followed by Entrees: cut German sausages in Sauerkraut, Jaeger schnitzel, Hühnchen
(chicken) schnitzel, caramelized Brussels sprouts and potato pancakes with applesauce. For dessert,
we had apfel strudel. Beverages consisted of mimosas, birch beer and coffee. We also had availability of a cash bar.
In spite of the weather (again), we had 35 members in attendance. The restaurant dining room was cozy... and we had a great time
and a pleasantly different experience for Valentine’s.

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org

Advertisement

WHEELS AND DEALS
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.
Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net

1995 E320 Cabriolet
Brilliant Emerald Green(269) exterior. Crème Beige leather interior (265). OEM Cylinder head gasket, engine wiring harness, combination switch and A/C evaporator replaced. Constant National, Regional and local MB concours winner. Hagerty insurance
value established at high #2 ($18,000). Purchased 2003 Vero Beach, Fl at 90K miles.
Current mileage 123K. No winters. VIN# WDBEA66EOSC277885. Pictures available.
Make offer. Roy O. Kuck, Angola, NY. rojk67@msn.com

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org

P AGE 7

Advertisement

Mercedes
For Sale:
Independent
Auto Dealer

Rare 2005 E320 Clean Diesel

2007 E350 4Matic Wagon (call please)

Gene Long
716-912-2902
genelong@verizon.net
Trades Accepted…….Discounts for Club Members!

Just in….
1999 SL500
Only 63,000 miles

Advertisement

2471 Niagara Falls Blvd.
Amherst, NY 14228

“SAME DAY SERVICE”
20% DISCOUNT TO ALL MBCA MEMBERS
Advertisement

2014 CLA Class

Mercedes-Benz of Buffalo
8185 Main Street, Williamsville, NY (716) 633-0088

www.mercedesbenzbflo.com

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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