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Winter Events 2012
Valentine’s Brunch at Fox Valley Club

January Guest Speaker

Pancake Breakfast and Vidler’s Tour

I

t was probably the coldest day of the winter, but the warmest of
memories remain from the day. The Fox Valley Club was host
to a beautiful brunch setting, scrumptious food and great service!

O

ne would not expect a 10 year old
girl to be installing brake lines or
swapping headers. But that's just what
our most recent guest was doing when
she first became interested in all things
automotive. Our January meeting was
fortunate to have Lauren Fix (aka "The
Car Coach") attend and make a presentation based on her most recent book
Lauren Fix's Guide to Loving Your Car.
Lauren Fix is a nationally recognized
automotive expert who has appeared on
most major TV networks, The Oprah
Winfrey Show, QVC - to name just a few.
Each Sunday she has a very informative
column in The Buffalo News and is frequently heard on local radio.
As soon as she began talking, Lauren
made the statement that once a person
has operated a German car there is no
going backwards. German cars, in her
opinion are the benchmark by which all
others are judged.
From then on, Lauren had us eating
out of her hand. She continued to regale
us with her experiences of owning and
driving (and racing) German autos. Useful advice ranged from dealing with fuels
containing ethanol, air filters, technical
service bulletins, etc. Among her many
useful tips was a website she recommended for even the most novice of car
buffs: www.carcare.org.
Lauren's informative and oftimes humorous presentation ended with a film
clip from My Cousin Vinny where Marisa
Tomei is on the witness stand and, based
on a couple of tire track photos, is able
to acquit Vinny's cousin and friend due to
her expertise about cars, engines, transmissions, and tires. This clever and funny
portrayal of a very astute lady is what
Lauren feels represents her life.
I'm sure that all who attended will
agree that we would love to have Lauren
return again soon. - Review by Ed Yungbluth

This year’s Pancake Breakfast event took us to the
Beaver Meadow Audubon Society, in Java NY. All
you could eat pancakes, yummy local maple syrup,
eggs and sausage made for a nice spring breakfast.
Also featured were samples of Jack Wax with doughnuts and pickles. Tours and demonstrations of syrupmaking through the centuries entertained us.
Don Vidler then welcomed us to East Aurora’s worldfamous “Vidler’s Five and Dime” with a short history of
his family’s store and its growth through the years.
We found treasures, novelties and candies galore.
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2012 E VENTS C ALENDAR
•

April 14—Tech Session, See opposite page for details. Members and guests invited.

•

April 17—Monthly meeting, 6:30 p.m., Milos Restaurant, Main Street Williamsville.

•

May 15—Monthly meeting, 6:30 p.m., Milos Restaurant, (no meetings in June, July, August)

•

May 20—Day Trip and tour George Eastman House, details to follow by email.

•

June 16—German Festival, Amherst Museum, details to follow by email.

•

July 15 –International Beer Tasting Party , details to follow by email.

•

August 17—MBCA Co-hosted event, Legends of the Autobahn, see your Star magazine

•

August (TBA) - New Member Meet & Greet picnic, details to follow

•

September 9—Schlachtfest at Spring Garden

•

September 15—German Festival, car display at Hamburg Memorial Park

•

September 18–Monthly meetings resume 6:30 p.m., Milos Restaurant, Main Street Williamsville

•

October (TBA) - Road Rallye by Roy and Jeanette, details to follow

•

December 9—Christmas Party at Russell’s Steaks, Chops and More, details to follow

Note: More events are being planned… stay tuned to your email and our website
for more information! www.mbca.org/niagara
Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events.
See www.mbca.org/niagara and click on Calendar, 2012 Events, or
call Dave at 716-688-0540 for more information.
Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings.

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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President’s Message

By Bill Fix

C

an you believe it? Spring is just around the corner and for the most part, winter was a no-show for
many of us. I don’t think I had to use my snow blower more than twice, and probably could have used a
shovel if I was feeling ambitious. Even so, winter still causes a little depression in many of us. The long,
cold days and even longer nights cause us to look for things to do that will add a little sunshine to our lives.
As a club we manage some of that through activities and events such as our Christmas Party, Wine Tasting
Party, Valentine’s Brunch, the annual trip to the Canadian International Auto Show in Toronto and the annual Pancake Breakfast.
If you missed any of those events, you missed a great opportunity to add a little joy and warmth to the winter season.
We had a reasonably good turn out and participation from members for all events but we would certainly like to see
more of you joining us. We actually have an exceptionally active section with many members choosing to get involved in
the planning and execution of a variety of events. However, there’s always room for new and exciting ideas that inevitably come from people like you who decide to join us to see what it’s all about.
The spring and summer calendar is presently being fleshed out with the promise of offering interesting automobile related activities coupled with social events that will be interesting, exciting and educational.
A recent contest, conducted by the MBCA national headquarters to boost the retention rate of section membership,
indicated that our section has a retention rate of 80.7 percent. That’s fantastic! But we’ve only met about 15-20 percent
of you up ‘til now. We’d like to meet all of you.
So, if you’ve been hanging back thinking, “maybe I should look into this”, there’s no time like the present to mark your
calendar for the meetings and events found in this newsletter or on our web site Events Calendar.
We hope to see you at the very next event, and by all means, bring your friends.

Event

Note: Even if you are not having your Mercedes checked out, you are welcome to stop in
and see the activities, have lunch and experience the Mercedes Benz of Buffalo facilities.
Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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Fahren in Deutschland (Driving in Germany) ...Continued from last issue
by Bill Fix

W

hy in the world would anyone want to take an American car to Germany, especially in
1962? The answer is, “because I could”. However, I did eventually come to regret that
decision.
It started just before Easter of 1963. Hilde and I had decided to go and visit her parents in Bad Kreuznach which was
about 60 or 70 miles from where we were stationed in Neckersulm. We packed up and headed on down the road. Before
very long the oil light on the dash of the 56 Oldsmobile came on. I pulled over and checked the oil level, it was full. Rationally, I guessed we had lost oil pressure meaning that the oil pump was not functioning. Since we hadn’t gone too far,
we turned around and limped back home. The same day, I changed into my grubs and got under the car by driving the
left side up onto the curb in front of our house. I didn’t have ramps or even jack stands so I had to work by lying on my
back. And wouldn’t you know... in order to drop the oil pan to get at the oil pump I had to also drop the idler arm and one
tie rod. What fun! Once I got the oil pump out I went to the Base Exchange to try and get a new part – lots of luck! They
said they’d have to order one from the States. The next stop was the American car grave yard. They had a Buick of the
same vintage and said the oil pump from it would work but I’d have to remove it from the junk car it was in. More fun!
I finally got the part out of the Buick, took it back home and installed it in the Olds. To test it I had to put the oil pan
back on, fill it with oil and then start the car. Hooray! It worked! I replaced the idler arm and the tie rod and we were
ready to go.
The next day we loaded up the car again and off we went. About five miles down the road the oil light came on again.
Back home we went. I got back under the car, took every thing apart again, checked the oil pump diaphragm and all
seemed well. I cleaned everything up figuring that maybe the oil line from the pump to the engine might have been
clogged. I started the car…everything seemed normal. So I replaced everything and drove the car around the block. No
oil light!
We decided we would try one more time to get to Bad K, even though we had now lost three days of a week’s vacation. Less than two miles-----you guessed it, oil light.
Since I couldn’t really tell what was going on from the “idiot” oil light and I had no testing equipment, I went back to the
grave yard and pulled an oil gauge out of another junk car. Words can not explain the grief I had fitting that thing to the
Olds. But I did it! And once connected, it became very apparent that the problem the whole time was the “idiot” light (ok,
stop laughing). While this one incident acted as the “icing on the cake”, even the simplest repairs were often difficult to
get done. Couple that with driving a car that frequently had to be squeezed down a narrow, cobbled street built for carts
and you have reason to pause for thought.
That was when I decided that it made sense to look for a car
that could be more easily maintained and driven while in Germany. And because I had previously owned a 1950 MercedesBenz 170S and a 1953 Mercedes 220 while on a previous tour
of duty – it was a no-brainer. With only a little effort I found a
beautiful 1960 Benz 190 Ponton with low miles. It was perfect.
Although, it was a European model, meaning it had crank windows, cloth upholstery, standard shift on the column, and no
AC. It had an inline OHC four cylinder engine that developed
75hp @ 4600rpm. I could go from 0-60mph in 20.5 sec (I think
that’s called turtle power), top speed: 86 mph (with a tail draft).
This was definitely no Oldsmobile! But, it was efficient, dependable and safe, featuring an all steel unibody.
For the rest of our time in Germany the car required only oil
changes and 25 cents a gallon gas.
I remember hearing someone say, “once you drive German,
you’ll always come back”. Truer words were never spoken.
We’ve rarely been without a Mercedes since then.
(“Almost the End”)

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org

Wine Tasting Party,
Party, Party…….
By Bill Fix

Wouldn’t you know it…….January 29

th

was one of the few days this year that it
snowed. And it was predicted that there
would be significant accumulations of the
fluffy stuff along with some traffic advisories. None the less, we weren’t to be deterred, so off we went in search of Ed and
Beverly’s home in Clarence.
It was a little slow going but we found the
house with very little trouble. Tramping up
the drive to the front door we were cheerfully welcomed in by both Ed and Bev. The
house, which was reasonably new to them,
was full of warmth and cheer and we immediately felt right at home.
While we were the first to arrive, it wasn’t long before others started to show
up. Soon we were eighteen strong. Not bad for an “iffy” winter day. We found out
later that a few others were scared off by the weather.
It has become our tradition for our wine tasting parties to have each person or
couple bring with them their choice of a favored or introductory bottle of wine and
an appetizer to be shared. The appetizers were spread out on the dining table
and the variety could easily have been compared with any you might see in a
fine dining establishment. We had all we could do just to refrain from consuming
everything immediately. To top it off, Bev had munchies cooking in the kitchen
which added a tantalizing aroma to everything else.
We spent some time just visiting in front of the fireplace in the family room and
admiring all that Ed and Bev had done to their new home.
Finally it was time for the main event – the wine tasting. Each bottle of wine is
presented by one of the persons who selected that particular bottle by giving a
short presentation as to why they chose that wine. In past years we presented
the white wines first followed by the reds. This year we presented the wines in
random order. There were 6 reds, 3 whites, 1 fruit wine, 1 non-alcoholic wine
and 1 sherry. The wines’ origins were, 9 domestic, 3 European and for the first
time; no German wines. Most of the presentations were about the grape variety,
origin and vintage. But some were about the wines character and innuendo,
such as the two bottles of Menage A Trois (we’ll leave that to your imagination).
Unusual but interesting, this year the presentations were made primarily by the
women; 7 women, 4 men. Both Menage A Trois were presented by the ladies,
huuuum.
We can’t think of a better way to have spent a winter afternoon. For those who
missed it, think next year. It’s always great fun, and a
wonderful way to be introduced to wines you may never
have tasted.
Thank you Ed and Bev-

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org

Advertisement

WHEELS AND DEALS
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.
Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net

1984 M-B 380SL This silver, show-quality SL has only 31,000 original miles and has
been babied all its life. A show winner at local shows, it is also a beautifully responsive
driving car. Interior color is light gray and the car has a dark blue original canvas top.
You will have to see it to believe the near perfect un-restored original condition, with no
damage or bodywork ever. Stored properly every winter. Price lowered to $18,500 for
members. Call Mike Repko 716-652-0374.

TIRES! Four Bridgestone Blizzak WS60 winter tires for C300. Almost new, used only 2,400 miles, size 225/40
R18 88R. Paid $900, asking only $550 for the set. Also, one Continental ContiSportContact 3, size 225/40ZR18
with approximately 11,000 miles. Cost over $300 new, asking $75 or best offer. Please call Ed: 716-912-2121.

1969 Mercedes 220 A classic collectible Mercedes is a fine example of late ‘60’s luxury
and must be seen to be appreciated. Only 48,000 original miles on the odometer and pristine black MBtex interior shows no wear or damage. Four cylinders, dual carburetors, automatic transmission. Asking $5,000 and will consider offers. Please call 716-912-2902 for
more information and to see this car.

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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Nickel City Star Editor:

Gene Long, Contact: genelong@verizon.net

Sponsorship Rates: All rates are for 12 months.

Newsletter Note!
This newsletter is available online at our website: www.mbca.org/niagara
Please feel free to print it out, in full color, and read it at your leisure. If you prefer the electronic version, please
email or call Gene Long (genelong@verizon.net or 716-655-4515) and your subscription will be sent by email
notice only. In order to ensure that we reach all members, black & white paper copies of this newsletter will be
mailed to all members. Thank you!

Advertisement

All Makes, Great Deals
Your next Mercedes-Benz at a
wholesale price! Just let us know which
model, year, options you desire, and we
will find it for you!

Gene Long

716-912-2902 genelong@verizon.net

Registered NYS Retail Dealer…….Discounts for Club Members!

Spring Special: 2008 CLK350, silver with
black leather interior, only 40K miles. Just
serviced by M-B dealer. Asking $31,900.

8561 Falls Road,West Falls, NY 14170
Advertisement

2471 Niagara Falls Blvd.
Amherst, NY 14228

“SAME DAY SERVICE”
20% DISCOUNT TO ALL MBCA MEMBERS
Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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MBCA Membership Benefits - Please Renew!
•
•
•

Six big issues of The Star magazine every year • Companionship with fellow M-B enthusiasts • Locally sponsored events
Local newsletter • National driving, show, technical and social events • Free classified ads, both local and national
Free technical advice • Reprints of recent and vintage articles • Club Store online • Raffle - new M-B cash prizes
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West Falls, NY 14170

Advertisement

CLS Class

Mercedes-Benz of Buffalo
8185 Main Street, Williamsville, NY (716) 633-0088 www.mercedesbenzbflo.com

