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Dim Sum (and Den Some!) 

P 
ardon my very poor at-
tempt at humor there.  Dim 

Sum roughly means small por-
tions (but as many of them as 
you want.) A new experience 
for most of us, our Mississauga 
Ontario outing was led by Fred 
and Mary Ann Liesinger.  Un-
der their guidance, we enjoyed 
a wonderful authentic Sunday 
dinner at the Grand Dragon 
restaurant which is only a small part of the Chinese shopping experience only 90 
minutes away.  Some in the group have actually toured China and declared this 
food to be as good as or better than what they experienced there.   

   A rookie myself with chopsticks, I reverted to a fork. And I couldn’t understand 
the names of the dishes except for General Tsao’s Chicken but they were all 
mouth-watering so we just kept ordering and I kept eating.  We shared the feast 

by snagging what we wanted as 
it came by on the lazy susan, 
and those closest to the aisle 
kept adding more from the travel-
ing server carts.   

   Outside, a thunderstorm 
pounded our cars which were 
parked along the Seven Dragon 
wall (said to be the only one out-
side Asia).  (continued on page 3) 

- By Gene Long 
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Ever been on a fun Car Rallye?  Now is your chance!  Sign up by May 7 - 716-549-1590 

Mai Rallye 2011 — Saturday May 14, 11 a.m. 
Rallye start will be at Dunkin’ Donuts on Main Street, East Aurora, NY.  The first car will 

leave at 11:30 a.m.  In order to be fair to all teams, plan to have TWO people per car. 

Point deductions on teams of more than two.  Details will be outlined on email and at 

the start of the rallye.  See email message. 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-912-2902 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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2011 EVENTS CALENDAR 

 

• May 14—”Roy’s” Mai Fun Road Rally Meet at Dunkin’ Donuts East Aurora at 11 am for instructions 
and start.  First-timers welcome, nothing to fear.  See page 1 and email... 

• May 17—Monthly meeting at Hirsch’s Restaurant, 6:30 p.m. (Last meeting until September) 

• June 14—Car Show at Elma Village Green Participation by our club!  Membership drive too.   

• Summer Car shows:   June 25 Amherst Museum   

    July 10, Manheim Ontario, Canada 

• July 17—Chautauqua Antique Car Club joint picnic and antique car show, details to follow 

• August 5 to 8—Weekend trip to Parry Sound and Tours watch for details to follow. 

• September 3 or 4—Labor Day German Car Show at the German-American Heritage Festival 

• September 11– Schlachtfest at Spring Garden with our Mercedes vehicles on display 

• September 17—Oktoberfest, Hamburg Town Park with our Mercedes vehicles on display 

• October 2– Dinner at Castel Grisch German winery, restaurant and scenic overlook 

• November—Dinner Aboard the Railroad excursion, details to follow. 

• December 11– Annual Christmas Party @ Russell’s 
 

Please see our website www.mbca.org/niagara for calendar information and details!  
 

These and other events are in the planning stages… watch for future announcements! 

Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events. 

See www.mbca.org/niagara and click on Calendar, 2011 Events, or  

call Dave at 716-688-0540 for more information. 
Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings. 
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Questions? Call your Section President at 716-912-2902 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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President’s Message       By Gene Long 

s 
ignificant changes are happening in the club.  With a renewed focus on membership, the National Business 
Office (NBO) contracted with a professional marketing firm to improve the club’s image and some of our 

procedures to make your club a better one.  After much preparation, we are making our move(s), little by little, 
bite by bite.  You may have noticed some changes in this newsletter, which are part of our image upgrade.  
Other improvements will be apparent as time goes on, such as new application flyers, waterproof door hangers and other 
membership related tools.  This summer we plan to attend the usual bevy of car shows but this time to use our presence 
there to display our club as well as our cars, in an effort to recruit new members.   

   Membership is our reason for being, and we appreciate you, your help and participation.  Please make sure we have your 
email address in our list.  If you have not received an email from Dave Doherty in the past month, it means we don’t have an 

accurate address for you.  Send changes to Dave Doherty at ddoherty1966@aol.com.  Thanks! 

   Please take advantage of the items for sale, as well as the products and services offered by our advertisers.  Again, my 
extreme appreciation and gratitude goes out to officers and members constantly improving the Niagara Section!   

Dim Sum continued 

    After we paid our bill (only about $27 per couple!) we checked out the 
rest of the mall and a few of us “did some serious damage” in its stores, 
bringing home a few treasures.  



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-912-2902 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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What Makes a Pancake Breakfast an Arts Adventure? 
By Bill Fix 

 It was Sunday morning and the alarm rang at precisely 6:00 am. We 
got up quickly as we had only an hour before we were to be picked up by Fran 
and Gary. Once in the car we were facing an hour and forty minute drive to 

Sprague’s Maple 
Farms in Portville, 
NY (maybe a little 
less because E500’s 
are hard to hold 
back). We joined 
up with other ad-
venturous club 
members for a pan-
cake and maple 

syrup breakfast.  

 Not only was it early, it was cooold…in fact, the thermometer 
read 14 degrees. The drive was really enjoyable as we passed mile after 
mile of snow covered hills, some with skiers zig zagging down the slopes 

in and around Ellicottville. 

 When we finally arrived at Spra-
gue’s we immediately noticed that the 
parking area was already filling up. So we 
hurried to get in line as quickly as possi-
ble. Mike, who had arranged this event, 
and Louise were already seated inside and 
had arranged for seating for the rest of us. 
We had a reasonably secluded corner of 
the room that easily held the 16 club mem-
bers that ultimately showed up for break-

fast. And what a breakfast we had!  

 The average cost per serving was 
about $10 so, many of us ordered the fea-
tured breakfast that included 3 pancakes 
(buttermilk or buckwheat), 2 eggs to order 
and your choice of hand cut bacon, ham or sausage burgers. On the table were 4 different kinds of syrup including maple, of course. 
And if you were still hungry after you had cleaned your plate you could order as many more pancakes as you wanted….and we did 

hear some orders being placed.  

 After about an hour and a half, we were full – (burp, 

ooops) we headed for the doors and a quick stop at the gift shop 
before gathering to review the directions to the St. Bonaventure 
University’s Quick Center for the Arts, a short 20 minute ride away 

in Olean.   (continued on next page) 

 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-912-2902 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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 The Quick Center is another of New York’s well kept secrets. We ar-
rived a little before the doors opened at 12:00 pm. Once inside, Mike went in 
search of the Curator, Evelyn Sabina, with whom he had arranged to meet and 
greet us, and also provide us a tour of the four galleries that make up the art 

center. 

 The center is comprised of the 321-seat Rigas Family Theater, the F. 
Donald Kenney Museum & Art Study Wing, art storage areas, and instructional 
spaces for the visual and performing arts. Included among these instructional 
areas are a MIDI (musical instrumental digital interface) laboratory, instrumen-
tal and vocal rehearsal rooms, an art history/slide projection classroom, a prac-

tice room suite, and painting and drawing studios. 

 Ms. Sabina began our tour in the Dresser Foundation Gallery on the 
first floor. Here we were able to view a fantastic array of traditional and classic 
art renderings including a group of 13 German Baroque paintings of Franciscan Saints and three late 18th Century paintings from the 
Cuzco region of Peru and Bolivia. We also learned that sometime during the construction of the galleries in 1995, a prized Rembrandt 

had disappeared from the gallery and was never found. 

 The next gallery consisted of an Asian Art Collection of ivories, jades and bronzes on long term loan from the Arthur M. 
Sackler Foundation. We then climbed the stairs to the second floor to view a collection of African art on loan from Wake Forest Uni-
versity. The last gallery consisted of prints of modern and impressionistic artists used for educational purposes as well as casual view-

ing. 

 Throughout the entire tour our guide provide a delightful running commentary about the arts and art appreciation while an-
swering our, sometimes, interesting questions (you had to be there) which she said she will add to her future writings about art appre-

ciation. 

 Without a doubt, this was an excellent example of a club adventure that easily surpassed any expectations one might have 
had about attending a simple Pancake Breakfast. We encourage all of you to examine future planned activities and if at all possible 

come out and participate. These activities are one of the greatest benefits of belonging to our section. 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-912-2902 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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VP’s Corner— By Bill Fix 

   Have you noticed how quickly time seems to pass? And with the passing of time, change is inevita-
ble. By now you’re wondering where I’m going with this, right? 

 In just a few short months it will once again be time to elect our club leadership for the next two 
years. Many of us assume that the elections are just a formality, a process that we are required to per-
form because it is contained in our by-laws. But it’s more than that. Election time provides us the op-
portunity to install new leadership. The new leaders bring with them new ideas, new excitement and new direction for our 
club and its members.  

 This is also a time of respite for the former leaders who have been giving us their all, usually for more than one 
term. They have earned the right to step back from their club leadership roles and to allow others to assume the duties 
and responsibilities that will challenge our club to even greater growth and member involvement. 

 This is a difficult time because there are many people who really enjoy this club but fear that becoming a candi-
date for a leadership role will be too time consuming or too difficult. And yes, there is some effort required for each posi-
tion, but it is not overwhelming. Our section has the distinction of having been a very active section since its inception ten 
years ago. Therefore, most of the bells and whistles needed to continue the running of the section are already in place, 
waiting for the new leadership to tweak them just a little. 

 The leadership team is comprised of the President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and the immediate Past 
President (Ex-Officio). All of these positions, with the exception of the Ex-Officio, will be voted on in October with the win-
ners being installed November 1st.  

 We’re asking each and every section member to give this invitation some thought. Even if you have never at-
tended one of our board meetings or any of the many events that have been conducted since you have been a member, 
you are eligible to become a candidate for office.  

 Let’s make this year’s election as interesting as we can. We will be sending out ballots during the August, Sep-
tember time frame. That will be the time for you to step forward and let us know of your interest. Maybe it is time for us to 
show the White House how a woman President gets elected??  What do you say gang….are you up for it?  

WHEELS AND DEALS 
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.   

Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net 

 

1999 M-B E320  62k miles, a beautiful black car with ash leather interior, 
cold a/c, auto, p/s, p/b, p/w, cruise, all original, excellent cond. The E320 
gets up to 32 MPG on the highway. High resolution photos available. 
$10,500 or best offer. Call Mike Repko 716-652-0374. 

 

 

1984 M-B 380SL This silver, show-quality SL has only 30,000 original 
miles and has been babied all its life.  A show winner at local shows, it 
is also a beautifully responsive driving car.  Interior color is light gray 
and the car has a dark blue original canvas top.  You will have to see it 
to believe the near perfect un-restored original condition, with no dam-
age or bodywork ever. Stored properly every winter. Price lowered to 
$19,900 for members.  Call Mike Repko 716-652-0374. 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-912-2902 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Tim Farnham  716-863-3502   sales@2ndhandlions.com 

Gene Long       716-912-2902   genelong@verizon.net 

Discounts for Club Members! 

Mercedes Bargains 

2009 SLK300 Silver with black interior, red seats, auto-
matic, power retractable convertible top, only 14K 

miles, Mfr warranty, ready for summer fun!   

Only $35,900. 

 

 

 

 

                           (stock photo) 

8561 Falls Road, West Falls, NY 14170  

Advertisement 

Advertisement 

 

 

 

2471 Niagara Falls Blvd. 

Amherst, NY  14228 

“SAME DAY SERVICE” 

20% DISCOUNT TO ALL MBCA MEMBERS 

716-691-9595 

Newsletter Note! 

This newsletter is available online at our website:  www.mbca.org/niagara 

   In order to ensure that we reach all members,  black & white paper copies of this newsletter will be mailed to 
all members.  We are working to decrease mailing costs, so if you have provided the club with an email ad-
dress, the Nickel City Star link will be delivered electronically.  Please feel free to print it out, in full color, and 
read it at your leisure. If you prefer the electronic version, please email or call Becky Reed (rlinnr@gmail.com 
or 716-652-4548) and your subscription will be sent by email notice only.     Thank you! 

 Newsletter Editor:  Gene Long 

Committee:  Bill Fix, Roy Kuck, Jim Norris, Karl Hutchinson, Joanie Long 

 

Advertising Rates:  1/2 page inside ad  $200, 1/4 page $125, Business 
card ad $100, Web Link no charge (with print ad).  All rates per year (4 issues).  
Contact genelong@verizon.net for more information. 



MBCA Membership Benefits - Please Renew! 
• Six big issues of The Star magazine every year  •  Companionship with fellow M-B enthusiasts  •  Locally sponsored events   

• Local newsletter  •  National driving, show, technical and social events  •  Free classified ads, both local and national   

• Free technical advice  •  Reprints of recent and vintage articles  •  Club Store online  •  Raffle -  new M-B cash prizes 

NIAGARA SECTION 
MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB  
OF AMERICA, INC. 

Nickel City Star Editor 
8561 Falls Rd. 
West Falls, NY  14170 
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Mercedes-Benz of Buffalo 

8185 Main Street, Williamsville, NY  (716) 633-0088   www.mercedesbenzbflo.com  

CLS Class 


