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In Memoriam

Max “Herb” Fischer
Max “Herb” Fischer, a 30-year member of the Mercedes-Benz Club of America,
was a founder and the first president of our own Niagara Section in 2000. He was
also a former treasurer of both the Niagara Section and the club’s Finger Lakes Section.
Mr. Fischer, of Eggertsville, whose long career in financial planning and management included helping countless victims of natural disasters and the 9/11 terrorist
attack, died January 24th in Roswell Park Cancer Institute after a long battle with
leukemia. He was 68.
A native of Reimlingen, Germany, he moved to the United States with his family
when he was seven years old. He and his parents, the late Tony and Betty Fischer,
were active in the Buffalo Soccer Club.
Mr. Fischer was a graduate of Bishop Timon High School and the University at
Buffalo. He also was a member of Washington Lodge 240, Free & Accepted Masons, and a former member of the Executive Planning Institute and Western New
York Consultants. Mr. Fischer had a long career in financial planning and management, mostly as an accountant, with local companies including Leica, formerly
American Optical; Fisher-Price; Keystone Corp.; and Advanced Refractory Technologies.
An avid Mercedes owner and MB Club member, he and Shirley enjoyed organizing and attending the many and varied activities of the club and often traveled to
Germany, Sicily and Florida.
Max, with his infectious smile was the self-appointed greeter for new members, making them feel immediately welcome. He also organized Thursday breakfast gatherings
for members and friends, creating many new connections. He will live on in our
hearts and in our minds - the Niagara Section itself is a part of his legacy.
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2013 E VENTS C ALENDAR
Events

•

• April 13—Tech Session at Autobahn Bodywerks*, 11 a.m., 8198 Main Street, Clarence— alternate activities and lunch to follow, see email announcement

April 16—Monthly members meeting, 6:30 p.m., Milos Restaurant, Main Street Williamsville

•

May 19—Tour of Artisan Event Center in Rochester followed by dinner*

•

May 21—Monthly members meeting, 6:30 p.m., Milos Restaurant, Main Street Williamsville (Note:
No monthly meetings are held in June, July or August but events are planned.)

•

June 16—Fathers Day Car and Motorcycle Cruise at Sonnenberg Gardens, Canandaigua NY*

•

July 21—Beer Tasting Party*, at Ed and Bev’s

•

August 18—Summer Picnic and car display, Elma Conservation Club*

•

September 8—Schlachtfest at Spring Garden, Marilla NY with “popular choice” car show*

•

September 17—Monthly members meeting, 6:30 p.m.

•

October 15—Monthly members meeting, 6:30 p.m. Election of Officers for 2014—2016
Please see our website www.mbca.org/niagara for calendar information and details!
*These and other events are in the planning stages… watch for future announcements!
Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events.
See www.mbca.org/niagara and click on Calendar, 2012 Events, or
call Dave at 716-688-0540 for more information.
Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings.

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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President’s Message

By Bill Fix

By the time you read this, spring will have arrived. To many of us that means we are looking forward to a time of celebration and renewal. I’m reminded of this because we recently suffered the loss of two people who were either club
members or a good friend of our club; Herbert (Max) Fischer, founder and 30 year club member, and Grace Gorman,
Joanie Long’s mother.
Both of these people will be missed, as they were a part of our Section family. You see, our club is not just a club of
automobile enthusiasts. While that was certainly the basis for the founding of the MBCA, the Niagara Section membership easily and purposely created an organization that was inviting to its members. Our activities are designed to get our members
together in a way that allows us to enjoy our Mercedes-Benz automobiles while also enjoying the company of our fellow members in
fun filled ways.
Herb Fischer and Grace Gorman thoroughly enjoyed being with their fellow members. And while we mourn their passing, we know
that they would be the first to encourage us to cherish and to celebrate our time together. So, with the gloom of winter behind us, let
us honor their memories by continuing to form the bonds of friendship that this club affords us.

Did You Know…?
… That the Mercedes-Benz Viano (sold as the V-Class in some markets) is a multi-purpose vehicle based on the popular Mercedes-Benz Vito commercial panel van. The first generation went on sale in 1996. The second generation was introduced in 2004,
and the vehicle received a new name. In 2010, the vehicle was face-lifted with revised front and rear bumpers and lights. The interior was also improved with upgraded materials and new technology.
The Viano is available (but not in the US) in both rear – and four-wheel-drive configurations and
comes in three lengths, two wheelbases and a choice of four petrol and diesel engines (as well as
two specialist tuned models) coupled to either a six-speed manual or five-speed TouchShift automatic transmission.
In some countries a camping derivative is available – equipped with a galley (including gas stove,
sink, 40 L fridge and storage). This vehicle is reminiscent of the old Volkswagon “hippy” vans of the
60’s. Take a look, go to Mercedes-Benz Viano: wikipedia.org/wiki/Mercedes-Benz_Viano

Pancake Breakfast 2013
This year’s Pancake Breakfast was held at the Candy Apple Café in Akron, NY. The pancakes were of course, only part of a healthy
and scrumptious full breakfast! We ate “all we could eat,” and then to avoid a food-coma we were treated to a guided group tour of
the famous Octagon House, built in 1849, recently restored and registered Historical Landmark. On the way home some of us
stopped at Kutter’s Cheese and restocked our supplies of great cheeses, too!

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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Winter Wine Tasting

- By Bill Fix

F

ive years ago, associate member Shelly Doherty presented the idea of hosting a
winter wine party event to help chase away the wintry blahs. She, along with
David, her husband, volunteered to open their home for the event. It was such a great
success that it was unanimously chosen to be an annual event.
Other club members have hosted the now annual wine tasting event as well. Previous hosts were; Gene and Joanie Long, Fred and Mary Ann Liesinger and Bev Basinski and Ed Yungbluth.
This year our hosts were John and Debbie Boehm. They greeted each of us warmly
as we arrived, and showed us into their beautiful home. With a fire flickering in the
fireplace everyone was soon cozied up and beginning to look forward to sharing the
great food and the variety of wines on display.
As in past years, each member couple that attended brought along a bottle of their
favorite wine and a snack or plate to share. The most distinctive feature of the party is the requirement that each bottle of wine is
opened and presented to the group with an explanation as to why that wine was chosen. The telling is sometimes hilarious – a selection might have been based on the unique label,
the wines’ history, the taste, the place of origin or
any other reason that the presenter may have
been able
to imagine. The
amazing
thing is
that rarely
is there a
duplicate
presentation, even
after these many years.
While almost all of those in attendance knew
one another, the highlight of this years’ event
may have been our introduction to “little Ricky”.
Welcome to our family Rick – you will be easily remembered by all of us who were at this event.
It’s kind of a shame that we now have to wait a whole
year until we do this again. Many thanks from all of us
to John and Debbie. You made a weary winter day into
a joyful memory.

Oh, if it’s any consolation, the “beer tasting” event is only a few months away.

2013Wine Tasting Contributions:
Gary – Snow Fox – sweet wine from Ellicottville, N.Y. and can be purchased at Premier Wines.
Debbie – Fulkerson Winery – Riesling – Dry white wine
Zeki – Fred Wine berry – hand crafted and sealed with wax from the hills of West Virginia – 12% alcohol
Fred / Mary Ann – Domaine Du Petit Romain, French wine can be purchased at Global wines possibly Premier
Karl – Hesketh 2009 Grenache wine from South Australia can be purchased at Premier
Joanie – From California (Napa Valley) “FREAKSHOW” Cabernet Sauvignon, a “Michael David Joint”
Bev - “R” collection from California by Raymond – Cabernet Sauvignon, can be purchased at Premier.
Mike – Hess Wine Select, from California – Cabernet Sauvignon can be purchased at Global or Premier
Bill – Cockberrn’s from Portugal, Port wine (Tawny-brown in color) one of the oldest wines, vineyard over
120 years old – can be purchased from Premier.
Tricia / Rick – Jackson – Triggs 2008 Vidal, Icewine

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org

Valentine’s Day Dinner 2013
Orazio’s Restaurant hosted our Valentine’s Dinner this year. As you can see, everyone had a wonderful time. Excellent food, superb
service and loving couples were the highlights!

W

hat do Valentine's Day and cars have in common other than a delightful way to spend the day with the Mercedes Club? There is a more romantic
connection if you dated in a car, before buckets seats.
This present generation will never know the allure and mystery of the bench seat. I remember sitting next to the door at the beginning of the date and
judging the evening by where on that seat I would end up sitting. For the guy it might be the quick right turn or COD (come over darling) turn that brought
me closer, or it could have been the “stop short” braking which meant his arm crossed my body to pull me to safety. The anticipation of how the move across
the seat was accomplished added to the excitement of the date.
A car was needed for a romantic evening at the ‘submarine races.’ Every neighborhood had it's lover's lane, since most of us didn't have apartments. By
the time you went to one of these places, you had usually traveled that bench seat gap to the driver's side. This generation won't know the heart stopping
anxiety of the police knocking on those steamed up car windows.
The car and romance were all tied together a generation ago. I don't think a “booty call” on a cell phone or a message of DTF (which is so vulgar that my
daughter-in-law won't tell me what it stands for) is anywhere close to dating, and the romantic nights in a car with bench seat.
- by Debbie Boehm
Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org

Advertisement

Please patronize our advertisers… they support our section!
WHEELS AND DEALS
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.
Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net

1984 M-B 380SL This silver, show-quality SL has only 33,111 original miles
and has been babied all its life. A show winner at local shows, it is also a
beautifully responsive driving car. Interior color is light gray and the car has a
dark blue original canvas top. You will have to see it to believe the near perfect un-restored original condition, with no damage or bodywork ever. Stored
properly every winter. Price lowered to $17,500 for members. Call Mike
Repko 716-652-0374.
Wheels for 1999 S-Class Set of four genuine M-B alloys, 7-spoke, size 16 x 7.5, offset 38 mm, bolt pattern
5-112 mm. Excellent condition. $200 for the set, call Gene at 716-912-2902

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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Nickel City Star Editor:

Gene Long, Contact: genelong@verizon.net

This newsletter is available online at our website:
www.mbca.org/niagara
Please feel free to print it out, in full color, and read it at your leisure. If you prefer the electronic version, please email or call Gene Long (genelong@verizon.net or 716-655-4515) and
your subscription will be sent by email notice only. In order to ensure that we reach all members, black & white paper copies of this newsletter will be mailed to all members.

Advertisement
Accredited journalists can connect with and follow
Mercedes-Benz, at:
Media site: www.media.mbusa.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/mbusapressoffice
Twitter: www.twitter.com.MBUSA_News

Advertisement

Mercedes
For Sale:
Independent
Auto Dealer

2010 E350 4Matic
2006 C55 AMG

See website for
more inventory
information

2003 SL500

Gene Long
716-912-2902
genelong@verizon.net
Trades Accepted…….Discounts for Club Members!

2000 E320 4Matic
2006 CLS500

Advertisement

2471 Niagara Falls Blvd.
Amherst, NY 14228

“SAME DAY SERVICE”
20% DISCOUNT TO ALL MBCA MEMBERS
Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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MBCA Membership Benefits - Please Renew!
•
•
•

Six big issues of The Star magazine every year • Companionship with fellow M-B enthusiasts • Locally sponsored events
Local newsletter • National driving, show, technical and social events • Free classified ads, both local and national
Free technical advice • Reprints of recent and vintage articles • Club Store online • Raffle - new M-B cash prizes

NIAGARA SECTION
MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB
OF AMERICA, INC.

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Nickel City Star Editor
8561 Falls Rd.
West Falls, NY 14170

Advertisement

2013 GLK Class

Mercedes-Benz of Buffalo
8185 Main Street, Williamsville, NY (716) 633-0088

www.mercedesbenzbflo.com

