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Reflections on a Great Summer            by Bill Fix 

B 
y the end of our May meeting we pretty much had all of our summer events and activities lined up – and what a summer it prom-
ised to be.  Oh sure; we had some ups and downs, but for the most part this was a summer to be long remembered. 

   The first event…the Father’s Day Annual Car and Motorcycle Cruise at Sonnenberg Gardens – while initially anticipated to be a phe-
nomenal start to a summer season, fizzled and died as the result of a weekend of rain. At the outset, we had a good number of our mem-
bers planning on attending. Especially because of the opportunity to show off our prized Mercedes autos as a part of the “cruise”. But as 
the rain fell over night and continued on into the morning – one by one the calls started coming in, “sorry, we aren’t going to make it!” 
Our attendance fell to seven hardy souls who were unwilling to give up. That would have given us only three cars to create a display. 
Kind of dismal, right?  A couple of phone calls later we had created an alternate event. We packed our “plates to pass” and were wel-
comed into the home of Fran and Gary Baumgartner, were we all enjoyed a pleasant day. Even the sun rewarded us by coming out and 
chasing away the rain. So you see - perseverance pays! 

    Now the July event was a much different story. We found ourselves being hosted, once again for our 2nd Annual Beer Tasting event at 
the home of Ed Yungbluth and Beverly Basinski.  Ed and Bev were the originators of this event last year, and it was so successful that we 
could hardly wait for this years event to unfold.  Once more, a hand painted lawn mural welcomed us, proclaiming “Wikommen” to one 
and all.  Each member who attended was invited to bring a six-pack of an international or micro brewed beer of his or her choice. The 
beers were presented one at a time with a brief story as to why that beer was selected. Then, we had a chance to taste the beer before 
moving on to the next presentation. This year we were introduced to 25 different beers. We were at about 50 members and associates 
strong, WOW!  With members also bringing plates to pass and served along side a selection of grilled German sausages, we enjoyed a 
feast even greater than a German October Fest.  To make the day even more enjoyable – our activities were accompanied by live Polish 
and German music. The only thing left to say is “Prosit!” Can’t wait for next year.  See Page 4 for pictures. 

   Rounding out the summer of activities was another 2nd annual event – our Summer Picnic and Car Show (personal choice) at the Elma 
Conservation Club, hosted by Mike and Louise Repko.  If you haven’t been there, it is a terrific venue. We have access to the club-
house, the grounds, a beautiful deck set next to a huge pond. The total setting is tranquil and inviting.  Our members, once again, 
brought along a plate to pass and our club provided hot dogs and buns, and an open bar of soft drinks, wine and beer.  This event too, 
was exceptionally well attended with over 35 people and 19 Mercedes automobiles to compete for personal choice and bragging rights. 
This year’s winners were; Dave Doherty, 1st place with a 1971 SL and Mike Repko, 2nd place with a 2010 E350 Coupe. 
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• October 15—Monthly members meeting, Milos Restaurant, Main Street 

Williamsville, 6:30 p.m.    Election of Officers for 2014—2016 

• November 17—War Horse show at Shea’s Performing Arts Center and dinner 

• November 19—Monthly members meeting, Milos Restaurant, Main Street 

Williamsville, 6:30 p.m.   

• December 8—Annual Christmas Party at Russell’s Steaks, Chops and More. 
Watch for your invitation by mail. 

Please see our website www.mbca.org/niagara for calendar information and details!  
 

*These and other events are in the planning stages� watch for future announcements! 

Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events. 

See www.mbca.org/niagara and click on Calendar, 2013 Events, or  

call Dave at 716-688-0540 for more information. 

 

Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings. 
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The NICKEL CITY STAR is published quarterly.  Opinions, ideas and suggestions in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the publisher or MBCA.  No 
authentication is implied by the publisher or MBCA.  No inference should be made that the products or services advertised herein have the approval of the publisher, MBCA, Daimler AG or MBUSA.  
The trade names and the trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, “Mercedes”, and the three pointed star in a circle are owned by Daimler AG and are authorized for use by its licensees, which include MBCA.  
Personal ads for parts and auto sales are free to members ($20 for non-members, per occurrence), and commercial ad rates are available upon request from the editor. 

2013 EVENTS CALENDAR 

Editor’s note:  This newsletter was composed, electronically printed and sent for distribution while riding across the deserts of Ne-
vada.  Joanie is driving, I am typing and inserting pictures.  We are on US 50, the Lincoln Highway, akin to the fabled Route 66 but 
farther north.  It is called “America’s Loneliest Highway,” and rightly so, but there are lots of landmarks left over from the Pony 
Express route, abandoned towns and wide open spaces.  There is a speed limit, but no one cares... really.   

So, this newsletter is being delivered by email only, and not printed.  Future issues will be sent by mail. We apologize for any in-
convenience.            - Gene 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 

PAGE 3 

President’s Message       By Bill Fix 

     Once again, we have put the summer behind us and have begun our launch into the fall season. As always, we are 
looking at some new and exciting events. And we’re also looking forward to completing our election process for the 
2014-2015 term for our Board of Officers. You’ll find a ballot on page 5 of this newsletter and should also have received 
a ballot via email. While we were not successful in our attempts to lure more nominees to candidacy, we do have at least 

one candidate for each board position – AND YOU STILL NEED TO VOTE.  

   I was personally disappointed that there were not more club members interested in taking on a role in the leadership of 
our club. Our attendance at events and activities supported by the club indicate an unusually high level of interest in hav-
ing an active club to participate in. As we move forward, I would ask each of you to seek out opportunities to contribute 
to making our club even more viable and exciting than in the past.  

   Keep in mind

club member participation is what makes a good club, GREAT. 

Pictures of 

Schlachtfest 2013 
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Pictures of Beer Tasting Event 
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Advertisement 

 Nickel City Star  Editor:  Gene Long, Contact: genelong@verizon.net 

This newsletter is available online at our website:  
www.mbca.org/niagara 

Please feel free to print it out, in full color, and read it at your leisure. If you prefer the elec-
tronic version, please email or call Gene Long (genelong@verizon.net or 716-655-4515) and 
your subscription will be sent by email notice only.  In order to ensure that we reach all mem-
bers,  black & white paper copies of this newsletter will be mailed to all members.     

WHEELS AND DEALS 
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 

for non-members.   

Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. 
Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net 

 

Wheels for 1999 S-Class Set of four genuine M-B alloys, 
7-spoke, size 16 x 7.5, offset 38 mm, bolt pattern 5-112 
mm.  Excellent condition.  $200 for the set, call Gene at 
716-912-2902 

Accredited journalists can connect with and follow  
Mercedes-Benz, at: 

Media site:  www.media.mbusa.com 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/mbusapressoffice 

Twitter:  www.twitter.com.MBUSA_News 

Please patronize our          

advertisers… they support 

the Niagara section! 
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Gene Long       716-912-2902   

genelong@verizon.net 

Trades Accepted…….Discounts for Club Members! 

Mercedes  

For Sale: 

 

See website for 
more inventory 

information 

Advertisement 

Advertisement 

 

 

 

2471 Niagara Falls Blvd. 

Amherst, NY  14228 

“SAME DAY SERVICE” 

20% DISCOUNT TO ALL MBCA MEMBERS 

Independ-

Advertisement 

2013 GLK Class 

Mercedes-Benz of Buffalo 

8185 Main Street, Williamsville, NY    (716) 633-0088     www.mercedesbenzbflo.com  

 

 

 

      2005 E320 CDI Diesel 

 

 

 

2006 CLS500 


