
NICKEL CITY STAR 
NIAGARA SECTION BUFFALO, NIAGARA FALLS, AND WESTERN NEW YORK STATE             FALL 2012 

“Summertime, and the Livin’ Is Easy” 
- By Bill Fix 

A nother beautiful summer day... 
we couldn’t have asked for more. 

The sky was clear and the tempera-
ture was comfortable as we drove to 
the Elma Conservation Club. Many of 
us had not been there before, and so 
we had to keep watch as we drove 
down Creek Road. It wasn’t hard to 
spot the club which was set back off of 
the road a piece. And once there, our 
Mercedes Benz automobiles were 
lined up in front of the place and our 
club banner proudly displayed for all to 
see, while providing a beacon for others arriv-
ing later. 

   This event was created to “welcome” all new 
section members who had joined our section 
since August 2011. We had a really good turn 
out of our veteran members, but alas, only a 
couple of the new members. In spite of the 
ratio of new to old members, those of us who 
were there had a rousing good time, as we 
always do. 

   Our hosts for this event, Mike and Louise Repko, wasted no time in getting a roaring hot charcoal 
grill stoked up and members were encouraged to cook their hot dogs to their liking. As usual, the 
dishes to pass were just out of this world…..lasagna, macaroni salads, corn and bean salads, po-
tato salad, a Lebanese snack tray and more. The desserts were equally as tasty. There were 
brownies, cup cakes, and cookies. All of this was washed down compliments of an open bar con-
sisting of beer, wine and soft drinks. 

   With our bellies full, we participated in a “popular choice” judging of the Mercedes automobiles 
on display in front of the club. This was simply a fun way to look over our section member’s “pride 
and joy” while choosing a car that we liked or would like to own. The first and second place winners were Mike Repko’s 1984 380 SL 
and Grant Henniger’s 2002 SLK 230. But of course, we all know that if the car has a Star, it’s a winner. 

   For those of you who missed this event; the location was perfect. Lots of well groomed 
acreage, a beautiful deck overlooking a huge pond stocked with hungry carp, and a great 
club house. A unanimous vote suggested a repeat visit for an event next year.  

   We can hardly wait! 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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2012 EVENTS CALENDAR 

 

• October 16–Monthly meeting 6:30 p.m., Milos Restaurant, Main Street Williamsville, Guest 
Speaker - Thérèse Vita et. al. Investment Advisors  

• October 21—Train Ride, Museum and Winery Tour with Dinner See page 3 

• November (TBD) Lasertron—stay tuned for a fun event!  Details to follow on email 

• November 20—Monthly meeting 6:30 p.m., Milos Restaurant, Main Street Williamsville 

• December 9—Christmas Party at Russell’s Steaks, Chops and More, details to follow 

 

Note:  More events are being planned… stay tuned to your email and our website 

for more information!   www.mbca.org/niagara  
 

Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events. 

See www.mbca.org/niagara and click on Calendar, 2012 Events, or  

call Dave at 716-688-0540 for more information. 
Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings. 
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Accredited journalists can connect with, and follow Mercedes-Benz, at: 

Media site:  www.media.mbusa.com 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/mbusapressoffice 

Twitter:  www.twitter.com.MBUSA_News 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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President’s Message       By Bill Fix 

Summer has ended, and for some, including me, it is with mixed feelings that we look to the fall and ultimately the 

winter. Officially, this was one of the hottest, driest summers on record. It was a struggle just to keep flowers and 
plants alive through the season, not to mention vegetable gardens. 

  In spite of all of that, we had a really fun filled events agenda that was rewarding and disappointing all at the same 
time. The fun part was found in the new events created and hosted by section members Ed and Beverly, Mike and Louise, Herb and 
Shirley and supported by Dave Doherty. The events are reviewed in this edition of the newsletter. 

  The disappointment stems from our inability to persuade a greater number of you members to join in the fun. And yes, I’m aware 
that summer is a busy time for all of us and that there is only so many things that can be squeezed into a season, that for all intents a 
purposes, is way to short. Still, it would be great to meet more of you.  So with that in mind we’re going to try to create even more 
new and exciting events in an attempt to lure you to come and join us. You see, we fully believe that more of you joining in the fun 
will translate into still more and better event ideas. 

  Ok, I’m getting off of my soap box now. My only request at this time is; look over the events calendar, pick an event, put it on your 
personal calendar and plan to join us. Once you’ve gotten a taste of what your club is all about, you’ll be back for more. 

Train Ride, Museum & Winery Tour Event 
 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 

Niagara Section Holds First 
- By Mary Rollinger 

Can you think of any party where you have been able to sample two dozen varieties of beer? 

If yes, then you may have one of the lucky party goers who attended the premier Niagara Section Summer Picnic and Beer Tasting Event. 

Approximately 34 Niagara Section members, spouses and friends enjoyed all of above and more at our first ever beer tasting party held on 
July 15th at the home of Ed Yungbluth and Bev Basinski, our gracious host and hostess. 

We party goers arrived mid-day with coolers of beer in tow, lawn chairs and dishes to 
pass. The weather was wonderfully cooperative, 
hanging in the mid-eighties, with plenty of sun-
shine; perfect conditions for ice cold beer and lots 
of it.  Straw hats, shorts, sandals and sunscreen 
were the order of the day.  

Ed and Bev’s home made the ideal setting for our 
picnic-style soiree with its roomy back yard and 
deck, well-equipped kitchen and lovely living quar-
ters.  We were greeted to the party by a gigantic 
lawn sign which was hand-painted onto the grass 
and bid us “Willkommen”, along with a beautifully 
rendered  symbol of the traditional German beer 
stein.   

With Oom-Pah-Pah music playing in the background, 
we enjoyed the companionship of our fellow Mer-
cedes-Benz enthusiasts, while consuming plenty of 
appetizers and finger foods.  

Then we were ready to get to the business of the day 
- BEER!  

No fancy stemware here.  With red Solo cups in 
hand, it was all about variety and quaff-ability. 

Each of us had the opportunity to present our favorite beer by introducing it, then sharing a few ounces with all interested partakers.  We 
heard many stories about the selection of each beer, facts about its history, opinions about its aroma, its packaging, the body, and, most 
importantly, the taste.   

Unlike wine tasting, when sampling beer, one actually 
drinks a few ounces.  Much of the flavor of a beer comes 
from swallowing a few sips, as there are taste buds lo-
cated at the back of the tongue which offer the best way 
to enjoy the full aroma and taste of the brew. 

The broad and creative selection of beer was awesome, 

including ambers, stouts, porters, wheats, light and pale 

ales, artisanals and home brews.  What surprised us 

most was that no one brought the same beer as another. 

After sampling the impressive variety of beers, we were treated to an array of brat-

wurst and sausages, piping hot from the grill, along with assorted salads, vegetables and yummy desserts.  

The party was a complete success. Thank you, Ed and Bev, for making this wonderful concept a reality.  We are 

quite certain that the 

“Beer Tasting Picnic” will 

top our list of requests for 

a repeat performance.  

On to the next flavorful 

horizon! 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 

Niagara Section Holds First Beer Tasting Event 

Approximately two dozen beers were offered and, oh, the flavors and colors; presented as follows: 

Gary:  Louenbrau (lions brew) founded in 1388 and now owned by Anheuser-Busch 

Fred:  Veldensteiner (small keg)  

Karl:  (Bavarian) 1907 double Bach 8.2% alcohol- aventinus 

Gerry:  Warsteiner – German beer since 1753 

Roy:  Becks Beer-pilsner (from pilsen) Urquell (from beginning) invented in 1942 

Jim:  Stella Artois – distributed by Anheuser-Busch 

Zeki:  Almaza (maza-appetizer) – pilsner beer 

Dan:  Edmund Fitzgerald, dark beer, brewed by Great Lakes Brewing Co., Cleveland, Ohio   

Bill:  Old Danish Braggot – Old Danish beer with honey, wine and  ginger, founded in the 18th 
century – unusual taste  

Les:  Okocum beer, from Poland 

          Bitburger, this is a German beer 

           Eichbaum Ureich a German beer 

Teresa:  Koniglubwig-Weissbier  “The Beer of Royal Highnesses” 

Grant:  Staropramen-brewed in Czech Republic by Anheuser-Busch. 

            Radeberer-product of Koniglich Sachsische  Braukunst  

John:  (new member) American Red Beer – (home brewed) 

            Nude Beach beer 

Mary:  Innis and Gunn Scottish beer finished in a rum cast 

            Phin and Malts – Ale 

Ed:  Warka beer –  Imported by Amtec International Product of Poland 

John:  Red Stripe - Imported  Jamician beer 

Gene:  Peter Straub – American Amber since 1872  



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Advertisement 

WHEELS AND DEALS 
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.   

Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net 

 

1984 M-B 380SL This silver, show-quality SL has only 31,000 original miles and has 
been babied all its life.  A show winner at local shows, it is also a beautifully respon-
sive driving car.  Interior color is light gray and the car has a dark blue original canvas 
top.  You will have to see it to believe the near perfect un-restored original condition, 
with no damage or bodywork ever. Stored properly every winter. Price lowered to 
$18,500 for members.  Call Mike Repko 716-652-0374. 

 

TIRES! Four Bridgestone Blizzak WS60 winter tires for C300.  Almost new, used only 2,400 miles, size 225/40 
R18 88R.  Paid  $900, asking only $550 for the set.  Also, one Continental ContiSportContact 3, size 225/40ZR18 
with approximately 11,000 miles.  Cost over $300 new, asking $75 or best offer.  Please call Ed:  716-912-2121. 



 

Questions? Call your Section President at 716-695-2582 or our National Business 
Office at 1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Gene Long       716-912-2902   
genelong@verizon.net 

Trades Accepted…….Discounts for Club Members! 

All Makes, Great Deals 

Your next Mercedes-Benz at a 

wholesale price! Just let us know 

which model, year, options you de-

sire, and we will find it for you! 

Advertisement 

Advertisement 

 

 

 

2471 Niagara Falls Blvd. 

Amherst, NY  14228 

“SAME DAY SERVICE” 

20% DISCOUNT TO ALL MBCA MEMBERS 

 
Nickel City Star  Editor:  Gene Long, Contact: genelong@verizon.net 

This newsletter is available online at our website:  
www.mbca.org/niagara 

Please feel free to print it out, in full color, and read it at your leisure. If you prefer the elec-
tronic version, please email or call Gene Long (genelong@verizon.net or 716-655-4515) and 
your subscription will be sent by email notice only.  In order to ensure that we reach all mem-
bers,  black & white paper copies of this newsletter will be mailed to all members.     

Advertisement 

“Almost-new” 

cars available! 

Independent 

Auto Dealer 



MBCA Membership Benefits - Please Renew! 
• Six big issues of The Star magazine every year  •  Companionship with fellow M-B enthusiasts  •  Locally sponsored events   

• Local newsletter  •  National driving, show, technical and social events  •  Free classified ads, both local and national   

• Free technical advice  •  Reprints of recent and vintage articles  •  Club Store online  •  Raffle -  new M-B cash prizes 

NIAGARA SECTION 
MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB  
OF AMERICA, INC. 

Nickel City Star Editor 
8561 Falls Rd. 
West Falls, NY  14170 
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Mercedes-Benz of Buffalo 

8185 Main Street, Williamsville, NY    (716) 633-0088     www.mercedesbenzbflo.com  

2013 GLK Class 


