
Coming Events:  See page 2 

     

AUGUST 27, 2007 FALL 2007 

Nickel City Star 

Summer 2007 Review - What a Blast! 
Gemütlichkeit 2007 

Hosted by the Western 

Reserve Section 

StarTech 2007 

Hosted by the 
Greater Washing-

ton Section 

StarTrack 2007  

Hosted by the     
Pittsburgh Section 

EuroCar Show 2007  

New Event:  

September 29 Fun Rally and Lunch at 
Letchworth State Park, Glen Iris Inn 

See page 5 

Next Event Notice: 

September 9 - Schlachtfest and  MBCA Car Show       
at Spring Garden, Two Rod Rd., Elma 

This is a Mercedes Benz Club informal car display, no 
prizes or judging, but a nice way to see members’ cars. 

Free admission, sponsored by member Jerry Knapp, to 
MBCA Members who drive their Mercedes and arrive be-
fore noon.  Proceed in your car to the admission booth. 

Delicious German food and drink, live German music 

and dancing from noon to 10 p.m. 



 

 
FALL 2007 

EVENTS CALENDAR 

• September 9 - Schlachtfest at Spring Garden noon to 10 p.m., Mercedes Benz cars, German food 
and drink, live music, info:  457-4003 or  www.springarden.com/  (See also page 1) 

• September 20 - 6:30 p.m. - Dinner and monthly meeting at the Eagle House.  Guest speaker.  

• September 29 - Fun Rally and lunch at Glen Iris Inn, Letchworth State Park, See page 5 to sign up. 

• October 18 - 6:30 p.m. - Dinner and monthly meeting at the Eagle House.   Officer Elections.  

• November 10 - Guided Tour of the Burgwardt Bicycle Museum, Orchard Park.  Lunch will follow.* 

• November 15 - 6:30 p.m. - Dinner and monthly meeting at the Eagle House.    

• December 9 - Christmas Party and Charity event.  Details will follow.* 

Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events. 

*Details will appear in future issues of this newsletter or sent via email and/or posted at  

www.mbca.org/niagara.  Or you may call Ed at 716-873-9226 for more information. 

Check The Star and www.mbca.org for National events listings. 
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PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE       BY GENE LONG 

   Another fabulous summer of M-B fun events has come and gone!  Our members participated in numerous regional and national 
club events this year, as you will see in the pages of this issue.  Now we can look back on some great times and recall seeing some 

wonderful Mercedes-Benz vehicles, each of which has its own story.  One of the best parts of a car show is hearing the stories... 

   And there were other events that members attended but are not covered in photo detail.  Again this year, we were invited to join the Chautauqua 

Antique Car Club’s annual “cruise” and picnic at the Viking Club.   

   Monthly meetings will resume on September 20th, the third Thursday of the month.  The meeting place for this year remains unchanged, with 
some very interesting speakers lined up to talk to us and answer questions about their field of expertise.  Watch your email for more details as we 

issue them. 

   The Niagara Section will be holding elections this fall.  Nominations should be made at or before the October meeting, and voting will 

take place at the October meeting.  If you are interested in holding any of the offices and you would like more information, please call. 

   Also, we are planning a whole new Holiday Christmas Party this year, with some very elegant and interesting changes.  Stay tuned! 

   If you would like to know more about anything club-related, give me or one of your officers a call.  Lastly, even if you haven’t attended before, I 

urge everyone in the club to put our monthly meetings on your calendar - the Eagle House - 5578 Main, Williamsville - attend, bring a friend! 

President 

Gene Long 
8561 Falls Rd., West Falls, NY  14170 

716-652-8552 
genelong@verizon.net 

 

Vice President 

Ed Yungbluth 
349 Argonne Dr., Kenmore, NY  14217 

716-873-9226 
yungbluth@adelphia.net 

Treasurer 

Herb Fischer 
235 High Park Blvd, Amherst 14226 

716-836-0511 
bayernguy@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary 

Rebecca Reed 
1570 Rice Road, Elma NY 14059 

716-652-4548 
rlinnr@verizon.net 

Newsletter Team 

Joanie Long, Ed Yungbluth,  
 Jim Norris 

Editor: Gene Long 
 

Northeast Regional Director 

Doug Dees 
25 Birchcroft Rd., Etobicoke Ontario 

M9A2L5 Canada 
416-233-6599 

dees_froelich@sympatico.ca 

N IAGARA SECTION OFFICERS 

The NICKEL CITY STAR is published quarterly.  Opinions, ideas and suggestions in the newsletterare those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the publisher or MBCA.  No authentica-

tion is implied by the publisher or MBCA.  No inference should be made that the products or services advertised herein have the approval of the publisher, MBCA, DaimlerChrysler or MBUSA.  The trade names 
and the trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, “Mercedes”, and the three pointed star in a circle are owned by DaimlerChrysler AG and are authorized for use by its licensees, which include MBCA.  Personal ads for 

parts and auto sales are free to members and commercial ad rates are available upon request from the editor. 
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StarTech, a bi-annual event, was held this year in Reston, Virginia and hosted by the Greater Washington Section.  This 
5 day event features much to see and do, but primarily it is a technical event.  Knowledgeable speakers gave us the in-
side story on a myriad of topics in classroom settings.   

   The highlight of the weekend was a bus trip to Baltimore harbor to tour the Mercedes-Benz Distribution Center.  This is 
one of the largest entry points for all incoming vehicles, and chances are your newer Benz was processed here.  Nothing 
but new Mercedes as far as the eye can see!  Lots of E63’s and CL63’s to feast your eyes on, as well as the new C-
Class - up close and personal.  The tour concluded with a seafood feast sponsored by Phillips Seafood at their research 
center in Baltimore.  Then, of course there were the driving events, a favorite activity of the Greater Washington Section! 

A Unimog snowplow 
keeps the Distribution 
Center lot clear in 
winter. 

A row of new 6.3’s! Early look at new C-Class 

A 220S raced across Mexico 

A Concours in the parking ramp 

A Note about Email: 

Occasionally we send information about local events to our Niagara Section membership via email.  Email is a privilege most of us 
enjoy, but this convenient communication medium can be overused and misused.  Indeed, “spamming” is common, and unwanted 
spam emails can be blocked by software controls.  Niagara Section hopes that our emails are desirable, but if a member would like 
to be removed from our group list, please reply with a short message and we will remove you from the list. 

On the other hand, if you have not been receiving our emails and would like to do so, let us know that as well.  Just send a short 
message to genelong@verizon.net and you will be added. 

Lastly, if your email has changed, let us know and we will keep our list up to date.   - Thanks! 
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The Western Reserve Section of NE Ohio was our gracious host for this year's Gemülichkeit (good fellowship, 
camaraderie).  This event is the longest running MBCA activity.  Club members 
came from Kansas, New Jersey, Virginia, Colorado, Arizona, to name a few.  Our 
lodging was the new, beautifully appointed, Bertram Inn & Conference Center just 
a couple miles from Geauga Lake & Wildwater Kingdom.  Our Defensive Driving 
and Autocross events were held in the huge parking lot of this amusement com-
plex.  Nelson Ledges was the site of our road course event. 

   The weather was warm and dry the entire time which helped to draw such a 
large number of cars for the Concours 
d'Elegance.  There was even a pristine 
1990 E class Brabus from Erie, PA.  

   One of our section members, Ed 
Yungbluth, took second in class with 
his extremely clean 2000 E320.   

   Another interesting vehicle was a 
semi-trailer bearing our club advertising on both 
sides and rear.  Rolling across America, it has been 
the impetus for many new memberships.  

   Many thanks to the Western Reserve Section, the NE Ohio Mercedes-Benz dealers, 
Elf Oil, et al, who made us feel so welcome and worked so hard in order that the rest 

of us could "play".  Danke shön! 
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Welcome New Niagara 
Section Members 

 

James Glawatz 

George Haar 

David Moch 

Michael Sirianno 

Jeffrey Tunis 

 

And to the current members who have 
recently renewed, thank you! 

Fun Rally and 

Lunch at 

Letchworth! 

   Join us for this fun 
rally showcasing fall 
foliage and local land-
marks.  We will meet at 
Dunkin’ Donuts in East Aurora at 9:30 a.m. and after 
a guided rally route through the countryside, we will 
find ourselves at the Glen Iris Inn.  Lunch is set for 
1:30 p.m., ordering off the Fall luncheon menu - 
check menu at www.glenirisinn.com.  Individual 
checks.  Joanie Long and Becky Reed have planned 
this event, and expect a good time for all.   

Lunch space is limited so please make your reservation  

By September 21  

Email Joanie at:  joanielong@verizon.net  or 
call Becky at 716-652-4548 ...with the number 

of attendees in your party. 

And the Pittsburgh 
Vintage Grand Prix 

Regional Event, July 2007 

   Once again, the Pittsburgh section produced a wonderful event in conjunction with the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand 
Prix, an annual charitable event.  Mercedes-Benz was the “Marque of the Year” and enjoyed the spotlight.  Our 
club’s presence was felt both Saturday and Sunday with well over 120 gorgeous cars on display!  Niagara members 
attended showing their cars, including Ed Yungbluth, Mary Rollinger, Art Bourget and Gene Long.  Once again, in 
a judged show, Art Bourget took First Place in his class with his shiny black 300SD.  Congratulations again Art!    
Ed Yungbluth garnered second place in his class with his immaculate desert silver E320. 

   Driving events were held Monday and Tuesday and as usual, included defensive driving, autocross, 
acceleration, and time trials on the track at nearby BeaveRun. 

More photos are available at www.pvgp.org and at www.mbcapitt.org Ed and Art receive their trophies from Bob Speer 
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Check out these Web sites: 

 
Mercedes-Benz Club of America 

www.mbca.org 
 

Niagara Section 
www.mbca.org/niagara 

 
Mercedes-Benz of America 

www.mbusa.com 
 

Mercedes-Benz of Buffalo (advertiser) 
www.mercedesbenzbflo.com 

 
Niagara Custom Plating (advertiser) 
www.niagaracustomplating.com 

 
Niagara Hobby & Craft (advertiser) 

www.niagarahobby.com 

Support our        
advertisers…   

They support us! 

WHEELS AND DEALS 
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Mem-
bers.  Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifi-

cally requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email 
genelong@verizon.net 

1992 300E for sale.  Engine partially rebuilt, runs great.  Leather 
interior is like new.  All service records.  Excellent winter 
car.  Equipped with 4 snow tires. Asking $3,500.  716/873-9226 
evenings. 

Set of four Ronal wheels, 16”, like AMG, 5 spoke. Fit on E type (prior 
to 2003), + many others. Perfect, no winters. Tires are Michelin X-One 
225-55R16H with 1/3 tread depth. $400 firm. More pics available. 
Email genelong@verizon.net or call 716-652-8552.   

1995 E320 Cabriolet, 105K miles, Brilliant Emerald green, Crème 
beige leather, Black top, Florida car, $24K obo. R.O. Kuck 716/549-
1590, rojk67@msn.com 

Parts:  W113 parts, chrome, grille, bumpers, trim in & out, gauges, 
etc.R.O. Kuck 716/549-1590, rojk67@msn.com 

 

Wheels: (All items below) R.O. Kuck 716/549-1590, rojk67@msn.com 

• Four 8-hole polished OEM alloy wheels with like-new Continental 
CH95’s mounted & balanced from W124 E320.  $575 

• Four 6 1/2 J 15 H2 15” Steel wheels MB part #124 400 1002 
with Dunlop 195-65R15 91H SP Winter Sport M3 M+S 
tires mounted.  $200 
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 Niagara Custom Plating 
Custom Chrome You'll Love 

Niagara Custom Plating provides any custom detail-
ing service and our procedures ensure the highest 

quality results.   

About Our Establishment 
In business for the past 30 years, Niagara Custom 
Plating, Inc. has gained a reputation for its "Show 
Chrome Plating" that has drawn people all over the 

Eastern United States to have their vehicles chromed 
by us. Customers love the quality of our work, stating 

that it is absolutely outstanding!       

   A locally owned and operated establishment, we are 
dedicated to quality detailing at the most competitive 

prices, so visit us just off Hyde Park Boulevard.   
Plenty of free parking! 

Contact us for more details.  
2538 Seneca Avenue Niagara Falls, NY 14305  

716-297-1410            
www.niagaracustomplating.com 



MBCA Membership Benefits - Please Renew! 
• Six big issues of The Star magazine every year  •  Companionship with fellow M-B enthusiasts  •  Locally sponsored events   

• Local newsletter  •  National driving, show, technical and social events  •  Free classified ads, both local and national   

• Free technical advice  •  Reprints of recent and vintage articles  •  Club Store online  •  Raffle -  new M-Bs 

NIAGARA SECTION 
MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB OF AMERICA, INC. 

Nickel City Star Editor 
8561 Falls Rd. 
West Falls, NY  14170 

PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 

Mercedes-Benz of Buffalo 

8185 Main Street, Williamsville, NY   

(716) 633-0088 

www.mercedesbenzbflo.com 


