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Christmas Party at the Buffalo Yacht Club  
Splendiferous Holiday Party    - by Bill Fix 

M any of us had never been to the Buffalo Yacht Club previously, so this was indeed a treat! 
Arriving at the foot of Porter Avenue, the club building was nestled in amongst fenced 

parking that held watercraft that had been berthed for the winter. There wasn’t a lot of parking 
available so some had to hike a short distance to get to the club. But once inside, the ambience 
was incredibly sophisticated. 
   Our designated party area was on the second floor….and what a view! Three sides of the room 
had floor to ceiling windows looking out on the Buffalo harbor, the breakwall and Lake Erie. And 
it was such a beautiful, sunny, snow free winter day that you were able to clearly see Canada on 
the other side of the lake. 

   As expected, the party room was decorated for the holi-
day season and we were immediately in the spirit of the 
occasion. We enjoyed having a very good turnout of sec-
tion members who not only enjoyed the view afforded 
them, but the company of their fellow members. 
  We were also treated to the presence of two MBCA Na-
tional committee persons, Julie Bruggner, Treasurer and 
Mike Regennitter, Executive Director, who shared some 
insights as to the goals of the National Office as 
we move into the New Year. 

   Additionally, we had two invited guests 
from the charity, Journey’s End Refugee 
Center which we supported as this year’s 
charity gift giving effort. 
   Awards were presented for long-term 
membership and notably, Member(s) of 
the Year, John and Deb Boehm. 
   Paul and Miki Murphy did a splen-
did job of providing us such a beautiful venue for this year’s holiday party. Many of us have 

not taken the time to explore and enjoy the on-going rebirth of the City of Buffalo, so this was an opportunity to see one of its historic 
places.               - More photos on pages 4 and 5.                      
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Reminder:   

Nickel Star is primarily distributed electronically to your known email address, quarterly.  If you 
are not receiving it electronically, email your address to:  genelong@verizon.net   

However, if you do not have an email address, the newsletter will be sent out via USPS mail.  
Contact Gene Long at 716-655-4515.  

The NICKEL CITY STAR is published quarterly.  Opinions, ideas and suggestions in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the publisher or MBCA.  No 
authentication is implied by the publisher or MBCA.  No inference should be made that the products or services advertised herein have the approval of the publisher, MBCA, Daimler AG or MBUSA.  The 
trade names and the trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, “Mercedes”, and the three pointed star in a circle are owned by Daimler AG and are authorized for use by its licensees, which include MBCA.  Personal 
ads for parts and auto sales are free to members ($20 for non-members, per occurrence), and commercial ad rates are available upon request from the editor. 
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Check out our NEW website: www.niagara.mbca.org 

“Niagara Section  

Mercedes-Benz Club of America” 

   The MBCA Niagara Section has its own Facebook page.  If you are on Facebook, please click on “like” and 
“follow”  for our page.  If you do, then you will receive notices of events and photos that are posted.  To find our 
page, search:  Mercedes-Benz Club of America-Niagara Section.    

   You might also want to check out Niagara Section on the National MBCA website.  This is not a Facebook 
page but it is available to anyone on the internet.  Besides the National club information, our section will have 
activities listed and brief descriptions of the results of the events.   
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President’s Message       By Bill Fix 

   Once again we have said good-bye to the past year and welcomed in a New Year that promises to be even 
more eventful than ever. 

   The year 2018 was filled with events and activities that brought our section members together, not only giv-
ing them the opportunity to exercise their prized Mercedes-Benz, but to socialize and enjoy the company of 
their friends and fellow enthusiasts. 

   This year will once more kick-off with our annual Wine Tasting Event, hosted by Beverly Basinski and Ed Yungbluth at their now 
very familiar home in Clarence, New York. As always, it promises to be a great start to a year that will be filled with numerous 
events. Some will be traditional annual events that you have asked to be repeated, and others will be new and as always, different and 
exciting. Most will be drive-and-enjoy outings with the idea of getting our cars on the road while discovering new and exciting things 
about Western New York. 

   This will also be an election year. This is an opportunity for those of you who wish to bring change to our section, to step up. Our 
presidency over the past 20 years has been in the hands of only four section members. Two of us, Gene Long and I, have each served 
three two-year terms, and I added one term as Vice President. All of us who have served have felt honored and privileged to provide 
you with our best efforts. Now it’s time to bring new ideas and new energy to one of the best and most active sections in MBCA. 

   With the above in mind, please allow Hilde and me to wish you all a Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

New Members 

Rick Bakewell 
Jamestown 

James Galvin 
N. Tonawanda 

Dennis McCann 
West Falls 

 
 

WELCOME Members, and thank you for joining us!   

(Current members:  Don’t forget to renew!) 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Christmas Party Photos 
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Lockport Locks Paddlewheel Tour 
O n yet another glorious fall day, and on another masterfully designed and executed club event, we found ourselves in the famous city 

of Lockport NY. Lockport, situated on the historic Erie Canal, is home to five locks and what was once the world’s widest bridge.   

   Starting off with a delicious buffet luncheon, we enjoyed a feast fit for kings, from sliced roast tur-
key and beef, to a wonderful dessert 
and everything in between. Especially 
tantalizing (of all things) was the mashed 
potatoes! Nearly everyone went back 
for more… 

   Then, we went outside to board a 
novel canal boat which is driven by pad-
dlewheels, not the mule teams we had read about in school.  We still found 
ourselves shouting, “low bridge, everybody down!” as the boat passed under 
the bridges.  The locks operate on schedule and to our amazement, we trav-
ersed up and back down the locks in about two hours.  Many sights included 
beautiful canal-side homes and antique buildings which are truly magnificent. 

   The boat barely fits within the canal width when 
performing a 180 degree turn, but the captain ac-
complished the feat without scraping or touching 
either side of the waterway.  Very interesting ma-
neuver, for sure. 

  Hats off to Gary and Fran Baumgartner for 
once again organizing and hosting a gathering with 
such an inspiring historical touch. 
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Advertisement 

WHEELS AND DEALS 
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.   

Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net 

 

Set of four original factory wheels for SLK230 or SLK320.  Good condition, 
used, including lug bolts and painted center caps.  Rear 8Jx16 Part no. 170 401 03 
02.  Front 7Jx16 part no. 170 401 02 02.  Asking $400 for the set.  Call Gene Long 
at 716-912-2902. 
 

(Your classified ad here!) 

Advertisement 

Gene Long      Call or Text: 716-912-2902   email:  genelong@verizon.net   

Trades Accepted…….Discounts for Club Members! 

Independent NYS   

Registered Auto 

Dealer 

  For Sale:  For Sale:    

The Mercedes-Benz of your dreams!  

GLC SUVs are now coming off lease and some great 
bargains are available.  Let me know your color and 
option choices and I will find one for you! 

 

 

 

Couples out for a romantic meal, families cele-

brating everyday moments or milestone 

events, business people entertaining clients for 

breakfast, lunch and dinner meetings, all find 

Milos to be a perfect fit!  

716-810-9489 

Milos Family Restaurant  

5877 Main Street, Williamsville, NY  14221    



UPCOMING EVENTS—PRINT , CLIP AND SAVE ! 
 

 

 Monthly Member Meetings:  Third Tuesday of each month at Milos Restaurant, 6:30 PM.  All 

members and guests are welcome!   (No meetings in June, July, August or December.) 
 

 January 15—Monthly meeting at Milos Restaurant, 5877 Main Street,  

Williamsville 14221 

 January 20—Wine Tasting, at Ed & Bev’s *watch for email notification  

 February 10—Valentine’s Brunch at East Aurora Country Club *watch for  

email notification.  

 March/April—TBD, Maple Syrup Event  *watch for email notification  
 

Please see our Facebook page and our website Niagara.mbca.org  

for calendar information and details!  

*Watch for future announcements and details on email! 

Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events. 

Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings. 

CLA Class 

Advertisement 


