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NICKEL CITY STAR 
Surprise! Surprise! Surprise!   

That's the best way to describe this year's Christmas party. 

   First and foremost, we want to thank Mary Ann and Fred Liesinger for organizing this 
delicious event held at the Protocol Restaurant.  Joanie and Gene Long's help proved in-
valuable. Gene's collection of photos from this past year's events were a great trip down 
memory lane. And a fiscal thank you goes to Rick Smith, our Treasurer, for handling all the 
monies and paying for the event.  Mary Ann's choice of festive nutcrackers as favors pro-
vided a bit of glitz and humor. 

   We were honored with the presence of our 
Regional Director, Ernie Fancy who drove round 
trip, in one day, from Massachusetts to attend our 
gathering! 

   The surprises began with the presentation of the Member of the 
Year award to Jim Norris.  His faithful broadcasting of section an-
nouncements and reminders has been invaluable to all.  Despite the 
hurdles he has had to deal with, Jim never faltered in his service. 

   Our next surprise was Ernie Fancy's presentation 
of the Officer of the Year award to our Secretary, Joanie Long.  Joanie was se-
lected from all entrants in Ernie's territory which is all of New England, Ontario, 
Québec, and the Maritime Provinces.  This is 
in recognition of Joanie's six years as Niagara 
Section Secretary, having served during the 
tenures of 3 presidents.  As an added surprise, 
Joanie's plaque stated that she was a member of 
the Minuteman Section (oops).  Ernie pulled 

some strings, correcting her award as a member of our Niagara Section while maintaining her Officer of 
the Year status.  (Phew!) 

   Not the least surprise was the Christmas spirit shown by attending members.  The quantity and 
quality of goods donated to the Town Square Food Pantry was overwhelming and a testament to the 
generosity of the section.  Thank you to Mary Alice Bourget and Janet Mobius who coordinated the 

collection and delivery, and to all who do-
nated! 

   The Protocol Restaurant was tastefully deco-
rated in holiday style and the attentive staff 
served one delicious course after another.  Ku-
dos to the gang who took such good care of us.  If you have a chance, stop by the Proto-
col for dinner some time. 

For more photos, go to … https://goo.gl/photos/6xNFUHX81uxVPBko7 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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The NICKEL CITY STAR is published quarterly.  Opinions, ideas and suggestions in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the publisher or MBCA.  No 
authentication is implied by the publisher or MBCA.  No inference should be made that the products or services advertised herein have the approval of the publisher, MBCA, Daimler AG or MBUSA.  The 
trade names and the trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, “Mercedes”, and the three pointed star in a circle are owned by Daimler AG and are authorized for use by its licensees, which include MBCA.  Personal 
ads for parts and auto sales are free to members ($20 for non-members, per occurrence), and commercial ad rates are available upon request from the editor. 

Reminder:  Nickel City Star is primarily distributed electronically.  Quarterly issues will be e-mailed to all mem-
bers with known addresses, in lieu of paper mailings.  However, members not using e-mail and those requesting it will 
be sent their newsletters by USPS mail.   

If you don’t have an e-mail address known to us currently and/or you wish to receive a mailed copy, please contact 
Jim Norris at 716-861-2444 or via email at jnorris.mbca@gmail.com. 
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Check out our NEW website: 

www.niagara.mbca.org 
New look, new content! 

Officers, left to right:  Ed Yungbluth, Joanie Long, Rick Smith, Fred Liesinger, Ernie Fancy 
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President’s Message       By Ed Yungbluth 

   Where did the time go?  The holidays are already upon us and once again I got caught short on time.  Perhaps 
this is just a matter of getting older and having the clock seemingly spin faster each year. 

   We've had a bittersweet few months - the crushing losses of our web master, Bill Battle, and Jim Norris's wife, 
Judi.  These sad times are tempered by the camaraderie we feel as a section when our fellow members are in 
need. 

   The events we've had, ChiliFest, the trip to Denninger's and Black Forest Restaurant, and most recently, our 
Christmas party at the Protocol Restaurant all have one common denominator.  (You're thinking food - 
right?)  And that is the friendships we have formed by coming together at such events.  I cannot tell you how many times I receive an 
email from a member telling me how delighted they are to be a part of such a fun and caring organization. 

   Word is spreading of our wonderful group and we welcome some recent new members to our fold.  I hope that you and they will 
come to the many interesting events that are planned for the coming year.  Just to tease you they are: a wine tasting, Valentine's 
brunch, pancake breakfast, private brewery tour, Father's Day car show, beer fest, picnic, and on and on. All of these events are avail-
able to you as a section member.  Please partake.  And...if you have a good idea for an interesting event, please speak up and let us 
know.  

   Come out and join us at these events and we'd also love to see you at the monthly meetings (3rd Tuesday of each month) at Milo's 
Restaurant. 

   Have a joyous holiday season, be of good cheer, treat your car right, and have a happy and healthy New Year. 

New Members 
Vanessa Moreland 

Cheektowaga 

Dale Szafranski 
East Amherst 

Gary Maybach 
Colden 

WELCOME TO ALL, and thank you for joining us! 

(Current members:  Don’t forget to renew!) 

Banner Upgrade 
Thanks go to Bruce Rawls for his generous additions to our Ni-
agara Section banner.  We display this banner at most events 
and it draws attention to the club. 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
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Road Trip to the Kriskindlemarkt (holiday market)…   By Bill Fix 
 

   With dreams of sugarplums dancing in our heads, we crossed the bor-
der into Canada on our way to Denninger’s Foods of the World in Hamil-
ton, Ontario.  For those of us who had been there before, we greatly an-
ticipated looking for our favorite holiday foods and gift items, imported 
from all over the world. For others, this would be like a European adven-
ture, only a little over an hour from Buffalo. 

   Five members’ cars, met at Tim Horton’s to form a caravan to begin 
our journey to Hamilton. The adventure began as we entered the QEW 
(Queen Elizabeth Way) after crossing the border. The six-lane highway, 
marked in kilometers, gave you the feeling of being on the German Auto-

bahn. With a posted speed limit of 100 kph (62 mph), we sped down the road, fending 
off the aggressive Canadian drivers and those American drivers (who thought that 
100k was the same as 100 mph) in our quest to reach the Kristkindlemarkt and begin 
our shopping spree. As in previous expeditions of this nature, the “caravan” didn’t hold 
up long. Members who became impatient zoomed on ahead, caught up in the raceway 
like atmosphere and fury of the QEW. 

   In spite of some members having gone on ahead earlier 
in the day, we all arrived at Denninger’s at about the same 
time.  Entering the store, we were immediately met with the 
aroma of mulled wine and various foods that were set out 
by vendors as samples to entice us to buy their goods. It 
worked!  We all began to fill our baskets; while gobbling 
down treat after treat; things like sausage, cheese, cookies, 
truffles, baked goods, (the apple strudel was the star of the show), soups, sauces, 
pickles, candy and more. There were condiments and canned goods not available in 

Buffalo. We stocked up on those too. 

   At about 2:00 pm, we began to reassemble for the short jog down the road (provided 
you followed instructions – past experience had led to tours of Hamilton before finding 
the restaurant) to the Black Forest German Restaurant. All in all, eighteen members 
and/or quests gathered together to enjoy an always-sumptuous German meal. 

   Having filled our bellies, and with our car trunks loaded with goodies, it was time to 
get back on the road and return to the US.  With special treats from around the world, 
our holidays would be just that much more enjoyable. 

 

   Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year to all! 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
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William Arter Battle, Jr. 
   Bill Battle will be fondly remembered for his devotion to his wife Cynthia, his two chil-
dren and his brother along with many other relatives, and the members of the Niagara Sec-
tion.  Bill was a Canisius grad, University of Maryland grad, IBM logistics manager, Tech-
nology Instructor, church member and a student of genealogy.  He also served on many 
civic associations and boards and received the President’s Volunteer Service Award.  He and 
Cynthia attended local, regional and national club events and loved adventure and travel, 
exploring nature, cultures and other countries.   

   Bill served the club as Webmaster and FaceBook administrator, as well as event organizer 
and photographer.  Bill received the Niagara Section Member of the Year Award in 2015, 
well deserved for his active and enthusiastic efforts on behalf of the club. 

Judith A. Norris 
   Judi Norris was a devoted wife and dedicated cat lover and gardener.  She married Jim 
Norris in 1977 during her career in the telephone industry and the couple resided in New 
Jersey for 20 years.  After retirement, Jim and Judi returned to western New York, relocat-
ing to Elma, and they joined the Niagara Section. 

   Judi was active in the Orchard Park Garden Club working on civic beautification, scholar-
ships and education.  She also was a volunteer at the Elma Public Library and worked tire-
lessly to beautify her own gardens and the landscape of the Norris’s home. 

   Judi and Jim participated in many club events and she especially enjoyed our tours of the 
Buffalo Botanical Gardens and the Darwin Martin House.  She was a supportive member, 
active in the section who will be missed by all of us. 

In Memoriam 
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Chili-Fest 2016 in West Falls 
   Well... the calendar showed it was October 9th but the weather hadn’t gotten the word 
yet!  To most of us enjoying a hot dry WNY summer, it was just another nice day and the 
trees were badly lagging in the colors department.  Always optimistic though, some mem-
bers took a pre-planned scenic drive through the south towns and imagined in their minds 
what the foliage would soon display.  

   Arriving in West Falls at the Long’s 1830 country home, we mixed Buffalo Bills football 
with excellent chili and other foods members brought, fabulous friends, and delicious bever-
ages all afternoon. 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
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wheels and deals 
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.   

Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net 

 

Tires for sale 
One Michelin 245/45R17 and one ContiSport Contact 3 225/40ZR18.  Both have less than 5k miles 
on them and are in excellent condition.  $25 each cash and carry or will deliver to monthly meeting.  Ed 
716/759-1130 

 

Advertisement 

Advertisement 

Gene Long      Call or Text: 716-912-2902   email:  genelong@verizon.net   
Trades Accepted…….Discounts for Club Members! 

Independent NYS   
Registered Auto 

Dealer 

Go to www.craigslist.org, enter search criteria: “2HL” 

                    SUVSUV  Season! Season!   

 Mars Red 2014 GLK350 4Matic - 29K.  Only $29,900 

 Black 2007 GL320 CDI Clean Diesel - 27 MPG!  Only 
$15,900 

 



CLA Class 

Advertisement 

UPCOMING EVENTS—PRINT, CLIP AND SAVE! 

 

 

 Monthly Member Meetings:  January 17, February 21, March 21, 
April 18 and May 16 at Milos Restaurant, 6:30 PM.  All members 
and guests are welcome!    

 
 January 15—Wine Tasting Party at the home of Trish Assad-Ketcham and 

Rick Smith, East Aurora, 2 PM to 5 PM, more details to follow* 
 February 12—Valentine’s Brunch at Portofino (Orazio’s Restaurant), Cla-

rence, Details to follow* 
 February—Canadian International Auto Show, Toronto, Details to follow* 
 March Pancake Breakfast, Details to follow* 

*Watch for future announcements on email! 
 

Please see our Facebook page and our website Niagara.mbca.org  
for calendar information and details!  

 

Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events. 
Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings. 


