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Roy O. Kuck

Niagara Section’s longest term member, Roy Kuck, passed away
June 15, 2018, at age 89. Roy was a Mercedes Club member for
nearly forty years in both the Finger Lakes Section and the Niagara
Section, encouraging existing and new members by getting them involved in club activities. He served as newsletter editor for the Finger Lakes Section, Northeast Regional Director, and MBCA National
Secretary from 2005 to 2008.
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The NICKEL CITY STAR is published quarterly. Opinions, ideas and suggestions in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the publisher or MBCA. No
authentication is implied by the publisher or MBCA. No inference should be made that the products or services advertised herein have the approval of the publisher, MBCA, Daimler AG or MBUSA. The
trade names and the trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, “Mercedes”, and the three pointed star in a circle are owned by Daimler AG and are authorized for use by its licensees, which include MBCA. Personal
ads for parts and auto sales are free to members ($20 for non-members, per occurrence), and commercial ad rates are available upon request from the editor.

Check out our NEW website:

www.niagara.mbca.org

“Niagara Section
Mercedes-Benz Club of America”
The MBCA Niagara Section has its own Facebook page. If you are on Facebook, please click on “like” and
“follow” for our page. If you do, then you will receive notices of events and photos that are posted. To find our
page, search: Mercedes-Benz Club of America-Niagara Section.
You might also want to check out Niagara Section on the National MBCA website. This is not a Facebook
page but it is available to anyone on the internet. Besides the National club information, our section will have
activities listed and brief descriptions of the results of the events.
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Reminder:
Nickel Star is primarily distributed electronically to your known email address, quarterly. If you
are not receiving it electronically, email your address to: genelong@verizon.net
However, if you do not have an email address, the newsletter will be sent out via USPS mail.
Contact Gene Long at 716-655-4515.

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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By Bill Fix

President’s Message

This message had originally begun as a message to reflect on how individual members of our section
had come to own their Mercedes-Benz automobile and then go on to encourage the enthusiastic participation in section activities and events in an effort to ensure that you get the most enjoyment out of
an automobile that remains iconic year after year.
However, during the course of this reflection, I was made aware of the passing of a fellow section
member, Roy Kuck. A great many of you knew Roy. He was probably our longest-term section
member, having been a member of the Finger Lakes Section before assisting in the formation of the Niagara Section in
1999. Once the Niagara Section chapter was approved, Roy became a dual member of both sections.
Roy was more than a section member; he was “Mr. Mercedes-Benz” and a true enthusiast of the brand. He attended
nearly every meeting and the majority of planned events. While he owned several Mercedes-Benz throughout his life, he
enjoyed each and every one. He didn’t just drive the cars, he maintained them with a rare degree of pride, showing them
and collecting trophies along the way. Roy was also a Mercedes-Benz certified Concourse d’Elegance judge, and taught
many of us the tricks needed to show and win prizes for our own cars. Roy encouraged participation in car shows and driving events, so that we, owners of the cars, would experience the maximum of pride and enthusiasm of our ownership.
Roy severed in various roles at the National level. He was a strong advocate of National events and promoted participation in them whenever they were planned to occur.
With nearly forty years as a Mercedes-Benz Club member, the memories are almost too numerous to list.
Roy is missed already. But as long as there is a “star” on the road, Roy will be remembered by those of us who had the
privilege of knowing him.
RIP Mr. Mercedes-Benz.

New Members
James Dolce, CPA
Tonawanda

Gary Mucci
Buffalo

William Faricellie III DMD
Amherst

Stephen Jaukovic
Niagara Falls

WELCOME TO ALL, and thank you for joining us!
(Current members: Don’t forget to renew!)

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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Dinner Theater???

By Bill Fix

We had been unable to identify or plan an event for April. So we thought we would conduct a brief monthly meeting and follow the
meeting with a Mercedes-Benz related movie while we ate our dinner. Before the meeting was called to order, I handed Gene Long, our
resident IT guy the movie DVD. He said, “What do you want me to do with this?” I said, “that’s our movie, we just need to connect it to
the projector.” “With what”, asked Gene? You see, we had a projector and a screen, but no DVD player. Oh boy!
We quickly attempted to determine who lived closest to the meeting venue…it was me! I turned the meeting agenda over to Paul
Murphy, our VP, and I made a dash for home. Thirty minutes later, I was back (and I didn’t get a speeding ticket).
Gene went to work trying to get things connected. After some time and frustration, he was able to get an image up on the screen –
hooray! But we couldn’t hear anything. The laptop speakers were unable to amplify the sound so it could be heard in the room – boooo!
We tried to make the most of what we had. After all, movies did start out as “silent movies”, right?
Yea, but…watching a movie that was basically a historical documentary of the invention of the Mercedes-Benz wasn’t real
interesting or exciting without sound. On the other hand, dinner was good, as usual. And we were among friends. And we
ultimately ended up talking about cars….. I think some hot, buttered popcorn might have helped.

National Event —

StarFest 2018

Birmingham Alabama

Sorry if you missed this event… it was a wonderful experience! Very well planned program included
four rallyes, Barber Motorsports Museum, Talladega SuperSpeedway laps, NASCAR Hall of Fame, Mercedes-Benz USI factory guided tour, racetrack laps at Barber Motorsports track, timed acceleration runs,
Safe driver training, autocross, Concours d’Elegance, banquets and noted speakers, and awards too.

Former Niagara member Mike Hoegl won
Best of Show award with his 1913 Benz.
Joanie and I got to sit in it. Mike got to
drive it for laps on Talladega oval!

Talladega’s 33 degree banked oval laps were
a real trip. You have to turn right to turn
left! Or you go right down to the bottom.
Director Julie Bruggner and Gene embarking on a high speed lap at Barber track.

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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2nd Annual Car Cruise

Held Saturday, June 16 ,2018
th

The second annual Car Cruise was held at Holy Mother of the Rosary Cathedral at 6298 Broadway, about 2 miles east of the Lancaster town line. A good time was had by all who attended, and the many and varied cars were extremely interesting to view.

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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Hey, Rich People!

By Bill Fix

We were gathered at Canalside in downtown Buffalo on May 6th waiting for our tour guide to show up. We were
just outside of the Military Museum located in the Buffalo Navel and Military Park. We were kind of looking around,
expecting to see the double decker tour bus that would take us in and around Buffalo with frequent stops to point out
historical facts about the beginnings and growth of Buffalo.
Not seeing the bus, we were just wondering if we were in the right spot when suddenly we heard a cheerful voice
with a Gaelic accent calling out, “Hey, rich folks!”. Looking in that direction we seen a youngish gentleman dressed
in an eighteen hundreds police uniform complete with a short baton (night stick).
We all turned at once to see who the rich folks were. The gentleman kept coming right towards us. Then he said,
“You folks from the Mercedes-Benz Club, you rich folks, we’re happy to see you.” With that, we knew our tour
guide had arrived.
Continuing in his Irish brogue, he guided us on board the USS Little Rock that was tied up next to the USS The
Sullivans. Here, he gave us a brief history of both ships and a short tour of parts of the USS Sullivans. Some believe
that the last of the Sullivans who died at sea still haunt the ship to this day, looking for the six brothers who died before he did.
After disembarking the ships, we boarded the double-decker bus that was brought over from England. The top
deck could seat 42 people and we filled every seat. We then spent the next two hours exploring:


How Buffalo got it’s name



Plight of the Irish Grain Scoopers



Pirates and Portuguese fisherman of Buffalo’s secret beach community



How booze and a Buffalo dentist helped create the electric chair



The triple hanging at City Hall



Canalside



Secrets of downtown architecture

All of this information was delivered with a great sense of showmanship and humor by our guide, Officer O’Connor, who remained in character throughout the entire tour. If you have the opportunity, this is an excellent tour that
will make you proud of our city and its past. When your out-of-town friends are here (or just by yourself) show them
a good tour! Buffalo Double Decker Bus Tours are online at: buffalodoubledeckerbus.com
After the tour we found our way to the Lenox Grill (lenoxgrill.com) for refreshments where we continued to engage
in conversation about our recent adventure. This was a truly standout event organized by Joanie Long and Debbie
Boehm.

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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Sonnenberg Gardens Fathers’ Day Car Show
This year’s show continued to be very impressive, with distinctive cars that every Dad would love.
From Mercedes to Delorean and everything in between, old and new, we spent the day meeting dads,
families and their automobile treasures. A great get-away, Canandaigua hosts this event every Fathers’
Day, and it’s only a nice two hour drive each way. Please plan to join us next year for the show!

Advertisement

Advertisement

For Sale:
2011 Mercedes-Benz E350 4Matic All Wheel Drive WAGON.
3.5L V6 with automatic transmission. Seating for 7, Rear
Seat DVD Entertainment System, Panoramic Roof, Navigation, Satellite radio and more! Call for member price.

New! Follow us on facebook: 2nd Hand Lions
Independent NYS
Registered Auto
Dealer

Gene Long

Call or Text: 716-912-2902 email: genelong@verizon.net
Trades Accepted…….Discounts for Club Members!

WHEELS AND DEALS
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.
Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net

Set of four original factory wheels for SLK230 or SLK320. Good condition,
used, including lug bolts and painted center caps. Rear 8Jx16 Part no. 170 401 03
02. Front 7Jx16 part no. 170 401 02 02. Asking $400 for the set. Call Gene Long
at 716-912-2902.
Rims and Tires for Sale: Four Rims from a 2008 C350 Sports Sedan
Front 225/40R18, Rear 255/35R18
Goodyear Eagle Sport Tires (2 Summers Old)
New worth over $5,000, Asking $1,500.
Call John Kuloszewski (716) 908-4026
or email jakjl@roadrunner.com

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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U PCOMING E VENTS —P RINT , C LIP AND S AVE !
Monthly Member Meetings:



Third Tuesday of each month at Milos Restaurant, 6:30 PM.
All members and guests are welcome! (No meetings in June, July, August or December.)



June 23—The Great Race, Buffalo to Halifax, leaves Buffalo Transportation Museum at 10:30 am. See greatrace.com for more info.



July 15—Seventh Annual Beer Fest, 2 to 5 PM, Deb and John Boehm hosts*



August 26—New Members Picnic in Ft. Erie Ontario*
Please see our Facebook page and our website Niagara.mbca.org
for calendar information and details!
*Watch for future announcements and details on email!
Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events.
Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings.

2018 German Trips
Sign Up Now
July 16-22, 2018*
Summer Stuttgart, Germany Trip
Sept. 24-30, 2018*
Fall Stuttgart, Germany Trip
* Do not book your flight until your trip is confirmed.

The 2018 Germany trips are filling up quickly. These
member-only trips provide direct and personal access to Mercedes-Benz facilities and museums as
well as many amazing European landmarks. Don't
wait any longer—space is limited.

Advertisement

CLA Class

