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T hose April showers continued right into May again this year, so intermittent 

showers accompanied our drive to Geneva, New York for brunch, as we con-

voyed down the thruway towards Seneca Lake. Our destination was Belhurst Cas-

tle, and the castle towers were visible almost as soon as we entered Geneva. While 

not an actual castle, the three-story, nine bay wide Romanesque Revival style man-

sion was none the less, impressive. Constructed of Medina sandstone, it features a 

slate gable roof, one-story solarium, and four rectangular stone chimneys, It also 

features protecting porches, bays, towers with conical and pyramidal roofs, eyebrow 

windows, and a porte cochere with Syrian arch. 

   The mansion was designed by architects Fuller & Wheeler and built between 1888 and 1892. All of the ma-

terials used to build out the interior, and furnish the Castle were imported to Geneva. Many items came from 

Europe. The eloquent workmanship and the use of select hardwoods and hand cut stone are immediately 

visible as you enter the building.  

   Belhurst Castle has previously been used as a speakeasy, casino, and supper 

club. Supplemented by modern facilities, the Castle has been adapted for hotel and 

retail uses, as experienced this day. 

    Should you ever choose to stay at the Castle, you’ll be treated like royalty in one 

of their eleven architecturally unique guest rooms. Hilde and I had stayed there 

once a few years back. Our room had originally been the butlers suite, and con-

sisted of a large bedroom, bath and sitting room. We felt 

very pampered languishing among the antique furnishings, artwork, oriental rugs 

and richly carved woodwork. Also inside of our suite we found a medium size wine 

carafe and wine glasses. Outside of our room, in the corridor, was a floor to ceiling 

column fitted with a spigot that dispensed their complimentary estate wine…how 

cool is that?  

   Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the 1880’s Belhurst Castle was voted “One of the Most 

Romantic Places in New York State.” Being ushered through the building to our private dining room, we 

were in awe of the magnitude of this mansion/castle.  

   Art Bourget and Hans Mobius had done a fantastic job of coordinating 

this venture into a truly royal like setting, where we were at once pro-

vided a choice of mimosa or cranberry cocktail before being turned loose 

on an eloquent brunch buffet. 

   After brunch, we spent some time in the gift shop and enjoyed a cour-

tesy wine tasting of the locally produced wines.  

   Finally, and with great reluctance, we had to get back on the road and 

return to our every day lives of the common people. But for one day, each 

of us was a prince or princess – or at least treated as such! 
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bers with known addresses, in lieu of paper mailings.  However, members not using e-mail and those requesting it will 
be sent their newsletters by USPS mail.   

If you don’t have an e-mail address known to us currently and/or you wish to receive a mailed copy, please contact 
Jim Norris at 716-861-2444 or via email at jnorris.mbca@gmail.com. 
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Check out our NEW website: ww.niagara.mbca.org 

New Members 

Brian Christiansen 
Medina 

Gary Crosby 
Buffalo 

Quenttiss Rhodes 
Cheektowaga 

 

WELCOME TO ALL, and thank you for joining us!   

(Current members:  Don’t forget to renew!) 
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President’s Message       By Ed Yungbluth 

   Summertime and the livin’ is easy!  Now that the weather has finally turned sunny and 
hot… time to get the cars out and enjoy some local and not-so-local car events.   

    Bev and I will host our international beer tasting on Sunday July 16 at our home… see 
below for details.  Music, food, brew, sun, shade, cars, and did I mention beer?  Please join 
us.   

   We are planning an August 27 “New Members Welcome” picnic at the summer home of 
member Paul Murphy, about 10 minutes from the Peace Bridge in Fort Erie Ontario.  Watch your email 
for more details soon.  And of course, we will again participate in Schlachtfest at Spring Garden in Marilla 
on September 10. 

   It should be a wonderful summer, and I look forward to seeing everyone at the events! 

Willkommen!!! 
Our MBCA Niagara Section is having another beer tasting on Sunday, July 16th.  Everyone is in-

vited to bring their favorite international beer, craft beer, or micro beer, make a brief presentation 

and pour a sample for each to taste.  

This event will be held at Ed Yungbluth's and Bev Basinski's home at 4375 Homestead Lane, Cla-

rence.  Festivities will begin at 2:00. 

In addition to your beer, a cooler, and your favorite lawn chair, you are asked to bring a finger food or a 

dish to pass for a late afternoon meal.  German sausages, rolls, condiments, etc. will be provided by your 

section.  Kitchen and oven availability will be extremely limited to nonexistent.  

If you don't like beer or don't imbibe, 

please come anyway for the camarade-

rie and fun.  Some lemonade and ice 

tea will be available.  If you wish to 

drink something else, you are welcome 

to bring your own. 

To order the appropriate amount of 

sausages, we will need a reply no 

later than Wednesday, July 12th. Please call Ed and Bev at 716/759-1130 to indicate 

number attending and what dish or dessert you plan to bring.  This latter part is to avoid 

duplication of effort. 

This should be a fun and relaxing event and a great chance to enjoy the 

company of fellow members.  Come and join in the festivities!  Prosit!  



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Distillery and Brewery Tours Event 
 

O n April 23, the club met at the new Niagara Craft Spirits 

located at 4408 Ridge Road, Cambria 14094.  They offer 

tastings of their products as straight spirits or as a mixed drink… 

and we got to keep a souvenir glass!  (niagaracraftspirits.com) 

   Then, we converged on the NY Beer Project located at 6933 S. Transit Road 

Lockport 14094, approximately 20 minutes away, where we enjoyed a great 

luncheon in a private area on the second floor with our own bar, restrooms 

and access to the elevator. And finally, a guided tour of a new and upcoming 

brewery.  (nybeerproject.com) 
 

Thank you, Christine Westenfield for organizing this wonderful event! 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
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New York State Sheriff’s Association’s  

Yellow Dot Program 

E rie County Sheriff Tim Howard and Sheriff’s Deputy Aaron 

Naegley attended our April monthly meeting at Milos Res-

taurant in Williamsville and introduced our members to the As-

sociation’s Yellow Dot Program.  This program is designed to 

help citizens in case of emergency.  Sheriff Howard described a 

situation that occurs all-too-often at the scene of an accident.  

Due to privacy issues, first responders are required to wait for 

the arrival of law enforcement before performing any rescue or 

aid attempts.  In some cases this wait time can be critical to the 

treatment of victims.  Even then, the responders may have to 

determine not only the identity but the health issues of people 

involved in the accident.   

The Yellow Dot Program addresses these issues and al-

lows anyone who drives or rides in a vehicle to prepare in 

advance for such a situation.  A yellow colored form is 

filled out with vital information including contacts, physi-

cians, blood type, preferred hospitals, medications, aller-

gies, etc., and a photo is attached for identification, then 

placed in the glove box of the car.  To let first responders 

know to look for the yellow form, a yellow adhesive “dot” 

sticker is attached to a stationary window.  In case of an 

accident, the responder sees the dot and can find the 

form quickly to begin life-saving actions immediately.  It seems obvious to us, but sometimes just identifying peo-

ple is a problem.  The photo allows fast identification, and the information on the form can include allergies and 

other important facts about the individual. 

Forms and adhesive dots were distributed to members at the meeting in quantity, and are available from Sheriff 

Howard’s office.  There is no cost, and the information you provide is entirely voluntary and private, listed only 

on your individual form that you keep in the car. 

For more information visit:  www.nysheriffs.org/yellowdot 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
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Open letter to New York State, endorsed by Niagara Section MBCA 

 

 



     Niagara Section Apparel Order Form 

  

 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

You may find it easy to shop at www.sanmar.com but, please order from the printed catalog ONLY.  

Catalogs are available from Rick Smith at Niagara Section events and meetings. 

 

Catalog 

Page # 

Item 

Code 

Description Color(s) Size 

S,M,L, 

etc. 

$ Each 

+$2 Logo 

Quantity Total $ 

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

 

 

       

      Total 

amount 

of order 

 

 

Place your order using this order sheet and send it with a check payable to “Niagara Section MBCA” and mail to: 

 Rick Smith, Treasurer MBCA 

 6 Morningside Court 

 East Aurora, NY  14052 

 

Your Name  _________________________________________________    Phone # _____-_____-___________ 

 

Address  ____________________________________________________   email ________________________________ 

 (optional) 

City  ____________________________ State  ______ Zip  __________ 

 

Items may be picked up at Niagara Section monthly meetings or by special arrangement with Rick Smith.  Please use 

email to contact Rick:  ricksmith14052@gmail.com 

Examples of custom embroidery.  Note:  The appropriate color scheme will be chosen 

automatically depending on the color of the apparel being ordered. 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Advertisement 

WHEELS AND DEALS 
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.   

Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net 

 

Wheels for sale... 

Set of four original factory wheels for SLK230 or SLK320.  Good condi-
tion, used, includeing lug bolts and painted center caps.  Rear 8Jx16 Part no. 
170 401 03 02.  Front 7Jx16 part no. 170 401 02 02.  Asking $400 for the set.  
Call Gene Long at 716-912-2902. 

 

Set of four original BMW wheels, 7Jx15, part no. 1179 774.  Excellent 
condition, used, including center caps.  Asking $400 for the set.  Call Gene 
Long at 716-912-2902. 

Advertisement 

Gene Long      Call or Text: 716-912-2902   email:  genelong@verizon.net   

Trades Accepted…….Discounts for Club Members! 

Independent NYS   

Registered Auto 

Dealer 

Go to www.craigslist.org, enter search criteria: “2HL” 

  2010 GLK350 For Sale2010 GLK350 For Sale  

White with Beige interior, 4Matic, Excellent con-
dition, Panoramic roof, Bluetooth phone connec-
tion, summer and winter tires, Clean AutoCheck, 
only 12,000 miles per year, $14,995. 

  



UPCOMING EVENTS—PRINT, CLIP AND SAVE! 

 

 

• Monthly Member Meetings:  September 19, October 17 and No-
vember 21 at Milos Restaurant, 6:30 PM.  All members and 
guests are welcome!   (No meetings in June, July, August, or December.) 

 

• July 16—Annual Beer Tasting Event at Ed & Bev’s  See page 3  

• August 27—Annual Niagara Section Picnic in Fort Erie Ontario * 

• September 10—Schlachtfest at Spring Garden, Marilla * 

• October 17– Monthly meeting and election of officers 

• November Event TBD * 

• December 10—Christmas Party at Fairdale Banquet Center * 
 

Please see our Facebook page and our website Niagara.mbca.org  

for calendar information and details!  
 

*Watch for future announcements and details on email! 

Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events. 

Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings. 

CLA Class 

Advertisement 


