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Valentines Luncheon 2020 at the Wurlitzer Building 
   What a treat!  Literally!  Superbly planned and executed by Gary and Fran Baumgartner, our 

Valentine’s Luncheon was held in the banquet room in the tower of the mighty Wurlitzer  

Building in North Tonawanda.  Food and beverages were outstanding, our Valentine partners  

were marvelous, and we were treated to a delightful historical talk about the building. 

   Our hosts, led by Tammy Dawes, did an excellent job serving us and making us feel welcome in the famous home of Wurlitzer musical 
instruments.  Then Platter’s Chocolates owner and spokesman, 
John DiGuiseppe, was very entertaining!  Then, we were off on a 
guided tour of Platter’s, and a very informative and thorough 
description of how 
chocolate candy and 
their specialty product, 
sponge candy is made 
right there in their on-
site facility.  More photos 
are shown on page 6. 

 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Check out our website: niagara.mbca.org 

“Niagara Section  

Mercedes-Benz Club of America” 

   The MBCA Niagara Section has its own Facebook page.  If you are on Facebook, please click on “like” and 
“follow”  for our page.  If you do, then you will receive notices of events and photos that are posted.  To find our 
page, search:  Mercedes-Benz Club of America-Niagara Section.    

   You might also want to check out Niagara Section on the National MBCA website.  This is not a Facebook 
page but it is available to anyone on the internet.  Besides the National club information, our section will have 
activities listed and brief descriptions of the results of the events.   

Future Event:  Driving Experience at Watkins Glen 

For future reference, a joint driving experience event is being planned, which was originally scheduled for this summer.  Postponement is, of course, 
necessary, but the planners are now looking at possible dates later this year or next year.  As soon as it is finalized, club members will be notified of 
the details.  -Ed. 

“The event involves joint participation with the Lotus Club to experience this world-famous Watkins Glen track and to learn safe 
driving skills and to appreciate the engineering that has gone into their cars. “Performance Driving Experience” is for those who 
might want to see what the track is like and for those who may be tentative about themselves or their car.  Students attend two class-
room sessions.  After the first classroom session they ride with an instructor at highway speeds (i.e. 60-65 mph on straights with gen-
tle braking for turns, and cornering at no more than 7/10ths of the car’s capability).  After the 2nd classroom session they drive their 
own cars the same way, with the instructor in the passenger seat.  This is no more difficult than driving on the street, hence there is 
no need for an intensive tech inspection (although it is recommended), or for a helmet.  Driving with the convertible top down is 
allowed.  We have found this is a great way to introduce our members to the enjoyment of Performance Driving.”  



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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President’s Message       Joanie Long 

   “Thanks to the Helpers.  Let’s take care of ourselves and each 
other.”  These are encouraging words from Tom Hanks, quoting Fred 
Rogers. 

   While most activities, business and social, are stalled right now, 
we at your Niagara Section are planning for future events and hop-
ing they’ll occur sooner, rather than later.  Our schedule is flexible 
and we’ll, obviously, take direction from our Regional Director, 
Drew Webb, and from our National President, Julie Bruggner (also a Niagara Section 
member!). 

   This newsletter contains photos from recent events and a beautiful tribute to Hilde 
Fix, Bill’s wife and our former club first lady.  Please check email for meeting and 
event updates.  As of this publication, everything’s on hold.  Hopefully, soon, we’ll all 
be enjoying good weather, good driving, good friendships, and good times once again! 
Stay safe and healthy! 

New Members 

Joan Long  
(former associate member) West Falls 

Ruth Davis 
Angola 

Jim Keefe 
East Amherst 

Joseph Grube 
Albion 

 

WELCOME , and thank you for joining us!   

(Current members:  Don’t forget to renew!) 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Celebration of Life 
   Hildegard (Hilde) Fix, nee Fuhr, was born on January 
19th, 1936 in Bad Kreuznach (BK) Germany shortly 
before WWII began.  Until the end of the war in 1945, 
Hilde grew up to the sounds of air raid sirens and occa-
sional bombings by the allied forces. 

   When she was old enough, around age 8 or 9, she and 
her older brother scavenged for potatoes at the family 
farms outside of Bad Kreuznach. They also walked the 
railroad beds to pick up any coal that may have fallen 
off of the trains passing through town.  The coal was 
used to warm the house and for firing the family stove 
for cooking. 

   After graduating from high school, Hilde was hired as 
an apprentice by the largest department store in BK. 
During her first year she was taught how to identify 
clothing fabrics so that she could present that informa-
tion to customers.  She also learned how to clerk, in-
ventory, and store merchandise and how to provide 
customer service.  In Germany, clerking in a high line 
department store was a profession and not just a job.  
When the opportunity to work for the Americans in the military Base Exchange came available, Hilde applied 
and was hired. 

   In 1958, a young soldier by the name of William (Bill) Fix was assigned to the barracks in BK.  Hilde walked 
past that barracks every day on the way to work.  Attracting cat calls and whistles, Bill looked up to watch her 
walk by.  Learning that Hilde worked in the Base Exchange, Bill found his way there and while shopping, ap-
proached her to ask her out.  Her response was “I don’t date Americans.”  Having been rejected, Bill went 
about his business.  A few weeks later, a buddy asked Bill to join him and his new German wife, out on a dou-
ble date with his wife’s best friend.  With reluctance, Bill agreed.  That evening, his buddy arrived driving his 
car.  Opening the back door, Bill was astonished to be introduced to Hilde.  That date was the beginning of a 
60 year relationship that produced two children and one grandchild and has only been interrupted by Hilde’s 
passing on October 21st 2019. 

   Never to be forgotten, Hilde was a quiet, unassuming person who enjoyed the 
company of her friends.  She especially enjoyed her time in the Mercedes-Benz 
club where she participated as our First Lady over a period of six years. 

 

As we mourn her passing, we also celebrate her life as she would have us do.  
Our own lives can only be better for having her become a part of it. 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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 ANNUAL WINE TASTING  - by Deb Boehm 

While half the country was under storm alerts with snow and freezing temperatures,  

the Niagara section gathered to share food and wine!   
 

M ary Ann and Fred Liesinger were our gracious hosts and opened their lovely home to us.  A snowy Sunday January 19 was our an-
nual Wine tasting event.  Fran Baumgartner organized the presentation order and recorded pertinent information for distribution 

later.  Members brought wines from as far as Portugal, California, West Virginia and as close as the Niagara region.  Along with some 
Rieslings, and Cabs, we enjoyed two of our region’s famous ice wines and a unique Maple wine.  What made the event even more fun is 
the stories that accompanied the chosen wines; including vacation finds, a search for a dry Riesling, and tracking down a wine that was a 
restaurant’s exclusive feature serving.  Along with the wine, each member brought an appetizer or dessert to share.  Even after the wines 
were finished, the 18 participants stayed to talk and share stories while nibbling on the delicious food.  Thank you to the Liesingers, who 
have hosted this event before (which was also during a snow storm!)   

 

Below is the list of presenters and the wine they brought: 

 Gary:  Snow Fox, purchased at Premier – Semi Sweet white wine made in Ellicottville 

 Bill (Friend of Fred & MaryAnn):  Dry Riesling – Chateau St. Michelle purchased at Global Wines, . 

 Zeki:  Shelton Vineyards, Sauvignon Blanc, made in Dobson, N.C 

 Julie:  Two Hand – Angels Share 2017, McLaren Vale purchased in Fort Wayne 

 Fred:  Cupcake Vineyards, Cabernet Sauvignon purchased from Wegmans 

 Ed:  Made for restaurants and hotels, Cabernet Sauvignon 2016 from Raymond Vineyards in Ca.  Can be purchased on line 
at: RaymondVineyards,com 

 Debbie:  Cabriz was purchased while on vacation in Spain and Portugal – 3 grapes with some port overtones. 

 Bill Fix:  Helderber Meadwork Maple, purchased at Premier 

 Mike:  American Ice Wine, 21 Brix Winery, Vidal Blanc Ice Wine, Lake Erie 2017, purchased at Premier. 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Valentines Luncheon and Platter’s Chocolates Tour  -  Pictures 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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WHEELS AND DEALS 
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.   

Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net 

 

2011 SLS63 AMG  A rare “Gull Wing” 
coupe with limited production. Obsidian 
Black with Black Designo leather, extra 
cost carbon fiber trim with black suede 
headliner. Active rear spoiler, 19/20" 
wheels, fresh tires, B&O 1,000 Watt audio 
system, Engine hand built and signed, 
563HP/479 lb. ft. torque. MB dealer full 
service and airbag recalls done, Opticoat, 
fitted car cover, MB Battery maintainer. 
Clean AutoCheck, no accidents or damage, 
adult driven only 31K miles, MSRP 
$200K, asking $129K. 70 photos available. 
Gene Long 716-912-2902 or 
genelong@verizon.net 

 

2002 SL500 Grab this now, and beat the 
Spring convertible rush! 2002 Mercedes-
Benz SL500 Luxury two seat convertible 
roadster, 5.0L V8 Automatic transmission. 
Very low miles for its age, and in Good - to 
- Very Good condition. Metallic Silver with 
ash gray leather interior. Driver's seat 
leather has been replaced. Two tops (soft 
top has been replaced.) Includes car cover, 
storage stand for removable hard top, wind 
screen option. Runs and Drives with no 
issues. Includes factory AMG wheels, 
newer tires, brakes, car cover and trickle 
charger. This car was well maintained by 
Niagara Section member.  Asking $9,500.  Photos available.  Please contact Gene Long 716-912-2902 
or genelong@verizon.net for more information and test drive. 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Advertisement 

Gene Long      Call or Text: 716-912-2902   email:  genelong@verizon.net   

Trades Accepted…….Discounts for Club Members! 

Independent NYS   Registered 

Auto Dealer 

  Looking for a Benz?  Looking for a Benz?    

2nd Hand Lions finds and delivers pre-owned vehicles! 

Specializing in late model Mercedes-Benz 
and all other makes and models, too. 

Advertisement 

 

 

 

 

Your Ad Here... 
The Niagara Section Mercedes-Benz Club of America (MBCA) provides an opportunity for members and businesses to sponsor the 
local club. To recognize our sponsors we provide local exposure to their organizations in our newsletter along with links to their web-
sites. The Nickel City Star (NCS) is published four times a year and delivered via e-mail to each member. Additional copies are dis-
tributed throughout the MBCA community and to those members who have not provided an email address. The NCS is also published 
in full color on the Section’s website: niagara.mbca.org. Sponsorship of the Niagara Section is for a period of 12 Months, with auto-
matic annual renewal and annual billing.  The Niagara Section reserves the right to reject any sponsor or advertisement without justifi-
cation.  No inference should be made that the goods and services advertised on the website have the endorsement of the Niagara Sec-
tion or MBCA.   Annual Sponsorship Rates are as follows: 

Full Page ad  $350 

1/2 Page ad space  $200 

1/4 Page ad space  $125 

Business card  $100 

Note: Please submit ad copy as a .jpg, .png, .pdf, Microsoft Office Word document, Power Point file, or Publisher file which will be 
scaled to accommodate formatting on the printed page.  

Submit ad copy and/or graphics to genelong@verizon.net .  Questions, please email or call 716-912-2902. 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

  

 Monthly Member Meetings:  Normally, are held the third Tuesday of each 
month at Hillview Restaurant, 6:30 PM.  All members and guests are welcome 
to attend.    

(No meetings scheduled for April, May (this year only due to the Covid-19 
pandemic) and June, July, August or December. 
 

 No Events are currently scheduled, but the calendar will be reissued as soon as 
possible.  All events are to be determined (TBD*) based on local conditions. 

Please see our Facebook page and our website Niagara.mbca.org  

for calendar information and details!  

*Watch for future announcements and details on email! 

Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events. 

Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings. 

CLA Class 

Advertisement 

Also, see the Editor’s note on page 2 regarding a future driving event being planned. 


