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The National Comedy Center Dine and Drive
by Bill Fix

I

t may not have been the greatest day for a drive to Jamestown to
visit the “National Comedy Center”, but there was no snow or any
real traffic congestion. Once off of the highway, the rural road leading to Jamestown wound its way through the countryside that held
the suggestion that spring was right around the corner.
Arriving at the Coffee Cup Restaurant we were greeted by the
owners who had created a delicious maple syrup pancake breakfast
for our enjoyment and celebration of the annual Western New
York Maple Syrup Weekend. We
had specifically requested “all you
can eat pancakes with real maple
syrup.” After a short wait to ensure that we were all served at
the same time, the plates arrived.
The golden pancakes were huge and filled over half of the plate.
Each plate also held a heaping pile of real scrambled eggs, choice
of bacon or sausage, juice (cranberry, orange and others), served
up with bottomless coffee or tea. Not a single member of our
club ordered a second pancake. This small, homey restaurant is rated five stars with reviews calling it
“fun, fabulous, & unique food”. The owner suggested we return whenever possible and to try some of
their homegrown specialties.
After brunch we headed for the Comedy Center, following the GPS. We ended up on the wrong end of a one-way street right in front
of the Comedy Center building. What to do? It was Sunday, and there was no traffic coming, so, hah! We pulled into the parking lot anyway.
The Comedy Center could not have existed only a
few years ago. The entire experience is based on
computer technology. Entering the center you are
provided a strap-on bracelet, similar to what you get
in the hospital, but this one has a computer chip in it that allows you to interact with all of the center’s
many exhibits. Before entering the exhibit space, you create your personal profile and identify your preferences in comedy. As you interact with each exhibit, your profile helps to select information/comedy
preferences you have selected.
The exhibits take comedy back to the days of radio and stand-up and push forward to today. You could literally spend an entire day at this
center, and then only have seen half of what is to be had. It truly is a “National Comedy Center” and well worth the time to visit.
Given more time, the city of Jamestown itself is worth time to explore. The wonderful architecture in and around the city tells of a rich
history, and buildings date back to the founding days of the Niagara Frontier and Western New York.
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Check out our NEW website:

www.niagara.mbca.org

“Niagara Section
Mercedes-Benz Club of America”
The MBCA Niagara Section has its own Facebook page. If you are on Facebook, please click on “like” and
“follow” for our page. If you do, then you will receive notices of events and photos that are posted. To find our
page, search: Mercedes-Benz Club of America-Niagara Section.
You might also want to check out Niagara Section on the National MBCA website. This is not a Facebook
page but it is available to anyone on the internet. Besides the National club information, our section will have
activities listed and brief descriptions of the results of the events.
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Reminder:
Nickel Star is primarily distributed electronically to your known email address, quarterly. If you
are not receiving it electronically, email your address to: genelong@verizon.net
However, if you do not have an email address, the newsletter will be sent out via USPS mail.
Contact Gene Long at 716-655-4515.

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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By Bill Fix

President’s Message

I saw a robin a couple of weeks ago, and then it snowed! I can just imagine what those robins were thinking.
Nonetheless, spring will come to WNY: it always does, eventually. And with that thought in mind, those of
us who store our Mercedes away for the winter will begin to charge the batteries, clean off the dust and crank
up the engines (on our cars too). Then we will once again be ready to engage in all of the activities and events
that your club has planned for the remainder of this year.
There has been a lot of talk recently about the health of MBCA and its various Sections, due primarily to
slumping numbers in memberships. We have not been immune. Our membership has slipped from a high of 130 members to our
current roster of 109. And while that is not catastrophic, it does shadow the national trend.
Retention and growth have become a high priority with the MBCA as a whole. Our national organization is working to discover
ways and means for our Club to regain its former status as a premier automobile club. This is not going to be easy. Every car manufacturer on the planet is challenging Mercedes-Benz as a brand. And some may believe that the “Star” may be fading. We are also having
to face the reality that younger generations are not as inclined to be “joiners”.
All of that aside, we have been able to retain a reasonable rate of membership, and our active member roster is truly outstanding.
Our events consistently produce 15 to 20 percent participation. This rate of participation is enviable for many sections.
Some changes that will be occurring in our Section in the short term are; finding a new location for our monthly meetings due to the
closing of Milos, our present meeting place; we will also begin the process of identifying candidates for the election of a new board of
officers for the 2020-2022 term.
While all of this is going on….we still have a great calendar of events planned for you to participate in and enjoy. Keep a copy of the
newsletter on hand to refer to and keep an eye out for emails from our communicator, Cynthia Battle, to get the event announcements as they occur.
Thank you all for your continued support of our section. We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at events and at our
meetings. Your thoughts, ideas and participation are what continue to make the Niagara Section great!

New Members
John Senko
Arcade

Donald McNatty
Orchard Park

James Gumina
Bemus Point

Janice DeCarlo
North Collins

WELCOME Members, and thank you for joining us!
(Current members: Don’t forget to renew!)

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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The Feast of Saint Valentine

by Bill Fix

For most of us, our earliest memories of Valentine’s Day were probably from our days in Grade School when we were
expected to address a simple valentine to each of our classmates, who in-turn addressed a similar card to us.
Later we associated Valentine’s Day with the day that we shared with
the person we were in love with by (guys) giving them candy, flowers, a
card or maybe going to dinner. And the gals showing their appreciation
in some appropriate way (hugs, kisses, etc.) ...I especially looked forward to “etc.”
Based on this tradition, our section began to offer a Valentines Day
brunch, which has become a favorite annual event.
This year, we once again held our “Feast of Saint Valentine” in the
beautiful East Aurora country club. Our host, Joanie Long, decorated
each table with a gorgeous floral centerpiece and homemade “love
bugs”.
Our brunch consisted of traditional breakfast fare (eggs, bacon, sausage, potatoes, French toast, pastries, coffee or tea and juice.) To complete our feast there were two carving stations for those with a larger
appetite.
As in previous events, the service was excellent and very attentive. And even though we can’t take credit for planning the feast, we certainly enjoyed the entire day, and the company of our friends and Valentines.
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY EVERYONE!

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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Wine Tasting 2019

at Ed & Bev’s

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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Advertisement

Advertisement

For Sale:
2015 Mercedes-Benz ML350 4Matic with only 45k miles.
Fresh Michelin tires. Almond beige interior, heated seats
and steering wheel. Club member price only $27,995.
Photos available. Please call, text or email for test drive.

Independent NYS
Registered Auto
Dealer

Gene Long

Call or Text: 716-912-2902 email: genelong@verizon.net
Trades Accepted…….Discounts for Club Members!

WHEELS AND DEALS
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.
Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net

2011 SLS63 AMG A rare “Gull Wing” coupe with
limited production. Obsidian Black with Black
Designo leather, extra cost carbon fiber trim with
black suede headliner. Active rear spoiler, 19/20"
wheels, fresh tires, B&O 1,000 Watt audio system,
Engine hand built and signed, 563HP/479 lb. ft.
torque. MB dealer full service done, Opticoat, fitted car cover, MB Battery maintainer. Clean AutoCheck, no accidents or damage, adult driven only
31K miles, MSRP $200K, asking $145K. Gene
Long 716-912-2902 or genelong@verizon.net
Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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U PCOMING E VENTS —P RINT , C LIP AND S AVE !


Monthly Member Meetings: Third Tuesday of each month (new location to be announced),
6:30 PM. All members and guests are welcome! (No meetings in June, July, August or December.)



April 13—Pierce Arrow Museum, 263 Michigan Ave., Lunch to follow at Pearl
Street Grill, 76 Pearl Street



April 16—Monthly meeting at Milos Restaurant, 5877 Main Street, Williamsville



May 5—Power Vista Tour, 10 AM, Niagara Falls* watch for email notification



June 15—Cruise Day and Charity Flea Market to benefit Mercy Flight, Holy
Mother of the Rosary Church, Lancaster, 9:30 AM to 3 PM *



July 21– Beer Fest *watch for email notification



August 17—New Members Picnic*watch for email notification



September 8– Schlactfest, Spring Garden, Marilla



October—Rheinblick Restaurant, Canandaigua NY*
Please see our Facebook page and our website Niagara.mbca.org
for calendar information and details!
*Watch for future announcements and details on email!
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