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First Rite of Spring

By Bill Fix

S

pring hadn’t quite arrived yet. But it was still a less than wintry day as we drove through the lazy
countryside of Western New York’s southern tier to our destination town of Varysburg, in search
of The Lodge in Hidden Valley and the promise of an “all-you-can-eat-maple-syrup-pancakebreakfast”.
To get to the lodge, we had to traverse a winding country road that still had a little of winter’s white
stuff on it. Running alongside of the road were a number of snowmobilers, squeezing out the last remnants of a winter sport. We continued upwards, until off to our left, we could see the log cabin style
lodge as it came into view. Sitting behind a large man-made pond it could have been a Kincaid post
card view. Once inside, we were directed to the lower level dining room, where we had reservations.
The area set aside for our club surrounded a
stone fireplace, and a fire was already blazing
away.
The wait staff immediately set about making
us welcome and comfortable, serving up coffee
or drinks of choice before directing us to the
buffet. The maple-syrup-all-you-can-eatpancake-buffet was freshly laid out with all we
had been promised; pancakes, crème brule french toast, scrambled eggs, maple bacon,
sausage, home fries, assorted fresh fruit, assorted pastries and of course, coffee and tea.
Because we were seated at a number of small
tables, we took advantage of the opportunity,
before and after eating, to mix and mingle.
After doing our best to consume the entire buffet
(impossible), some members chose to move on to Merle’s
Sugar Shack, just three miles down the road. Arriving there,
we found that many, many people had the same idea. Not
only was the parking lot full, but the snow had begun to
melt and the many feet trodding around through it had created a bit of a muddy mess.
As Hilde and I arrived, some members were already leaving, having given up on the crowds of people already inside. We decided to soldier on. I wasn’t going to leave without my share of cinnamon maple crème spread – and I didn’t. It was worth the “hurry up and wait” conditions found inside the
sugar shack. And we did have a chance to say “hello” to 103 year old, Mrs. Merle, who was
still there and who had been raised on this 100 + year old farm. She was handing out shots of
Merle maple syrup to all comers, has she had been doing for many years.
This event was truly a “first rite of spring,” one that many New Yorkers look forward to
every year. I wish I could say, “I’m already looking forward to next year”, but I’d be telling an untruth, because that would
mean I’d be embracing winter, something I find more difficult to do with each passing year. C'mon sunshine! I’m ready for
the warmth of spring and summer, aren’t you?
More photos available on our facebook page
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Check out our NEW website:

www.niagara.mbca.org

“Niagara Section
Mercedes-Benz Club of America”
The MBCA Niagara Section has its own Facebook page. If you are on Facebook, please click on “like” and
“follow” for our page. If you do, then you will receive notices of events and photos that are posted. To find our
page, search: Mercedes-Benz Club of America-Niagara Section.
You might also want to check out Niagara Section on the National MBCA website. This is not a Facebook
page but it is available to anyone on the internet. Besides the National club information, our section will have
activities listed and brief descriptions of the results of the events.
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Reminder:
Nickel Star is primarily distributed electronically to your known email address, quarterly. If you
are not receiving it electronically, email your address to: genelong@verizon.net
However, if you do not have an email address, the newsletter will be sent out via USPS mail.
Contact Gene Long at 716-655-4515.

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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By Bill Fix

President’s Message

Traditionally, a president reports on the first 100 days of his/her term in office. And I am proud to say
that we have successfully navigated our first quarter. With the help and support of our board of directors, along with the active members of our section, we have been able to provide exciting events for the
participation and enjoyment of our section members in January, February and March.
Often, a new president will use this report period to spell out his/her goals and an agenda for the accomplishment of those goals. But, since this is not my “first rodeo”, having served as your president four years previously, I
have learned a few things that I hope will serve our section in the best possible way. Let me reiterate my personal belief in
how an organization such as ours is best served by the section president and the other board members.
To begin, I believe the goals of the section are set by the active members of the section. By attending monthly meetings,
or by communicating verbally or by email, you tell us what your expectations are for the continued success of our section.
Goal setting by the persons who plan to participate in those goals helps to ensure a greater turnout of members for the
events and activities that are planned.
Because our section has been so active in planning and conducting events and activities that have provided at least one
event for each month, every calendar year since 1999, we have seen and done a great number things that many of us were
not even aware were available to us, mostly here, in New York State. We have conducted road rallies, car cruises, mini
concourse or personal choice contests, visited places of historical interest (museums, art galleries, historical manufacturing
venues, state and local parks, etc.). We have also participated in technical sessions and safe driving events.
Over time, our section has developed a formula for the conduct of successful events planning that includes the elements
of Mercedes-Benz enthusiasm and a key element of social interaction. Simply put, a typical event will comprise an opportunity to get out and drive our prized M-B automobiles to and from a destination of interest (see above) and capped off
with lunch, brunch or dinner (our guys and gals do like to eat) before returning home.
As a result of this kind of planning, we have concluded that several events are deemed, “traditional”, i.e.: January wine
tasting, February Valentine Brunch, March Pancake Breakfast, June/July Beer fest, an annual picnic and our annual Christmas Party. In between events we may also participate in car shows conducted by other organizations, but we are not limited to any of these things. That’s where member participation comes in. Tell us what you want from your section and we
will do our best to make those things happen.
In conclusion, I believe we have gotten off to a good start for this year. The three events that we conducted were reasonably well attended. However, going forward I encourage each of you to consider exactly what you would like to see
your section accomplish. New ideas, recommendations and suggestions will go along way in ensuring that you get the most
benefit from a section interested in your enjoyment. Keep in mind, the president’s job is to serve your interests.

New Member
Timothy Lauve
Newfane

WELCOME TO ALL, and thank you for joining us!
(Current members: Don’t forget to renew!)

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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NEXT YEAR, 2019 EVENT

…taking a cruise on a luxury mega ship?
Arrangements have been made for Niagara Section members to join a scheduled cruise, setting
out on September 29, 2019 from Ft. Lauderdale, FL and returning on October 6, 2019. This is
a 7 day cruise with stops in Saint Maarten, San Juan, Puerto Rico, and Labadee, Haiti (private
port). This fabulous ship is Royal Caribbean’s Allure of the Seas,
www.royalcaribbean.com/cruise-ships/allure-of-the-seas
Pricing includes cruise fare, port charges, fees, taxes, all meals, prepaid gratuities, etc.
Optional expenses would be: speciality restaurants, liquor packages, casino, land tours, professional photos, souvenirs, etc.
Stateroom charges per person based on double occupancy vary depending upon the type of
cabin selected:
Inside stateroom $817 per person
Oceanview stateroom $867 per person
Stateroom with veranda $1,017 per person
Deposit (refundable) is $250 per person. Final payment would be due in May 2019, but a
deposit is due not later than May 1, 2018.
For more information, please contact one of the following:
Cynthia Battle 716-261-7925
Ed Yungbluth 716-759-1130
Bev Basinski 716-759-1130

2nd Annual Car Cruise!

Saturday, June 16 ,2018 from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm
th

The second annual Car Cruise! It will be held in the
large parking lot of Holy Mother of the Rosary
Cathedral. It is located at 6298 Broadway, about 2
miles east of the Lancaster town line. Food will be
available for purchase, including: Chicken Fingers,
Fries, Carrots and Celery, BBQ Burgers, Chips and
Pickles. Eat In or Take Out! For those wishing,
there will be a 50/50 raffle!

Cruise participants receive free coffee, doughnuts and goodie bags while they last.
For more information, call Sharon at 716-824-1980

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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‘Blind’ Wine Tasting
By Bill Fix
Ian Scaduto, our host, and his parents greeted us enthusiastically as we arrived at their home for
our annual wine tasting event. Ian had been dropping little hints during our business meetings
held prior to the actual event, indicated that we would experience some surprises that he and his
family had created to make the wine tasting “a little different this year.”
As we entered their home, each of us bearing a select bottle of wine and a plate to pass, we
were ushered into the dining area where our plates were arrayed with those that had already been set out. The wine bottles, however, were
collected by Mrs. Scaduto and were taken into a separate room where they were immediately cloaked in aluminum foil to obscure the labels.
After a period of socialization and food sampling, Ian formally welcomed us and proceeded to explain how the “blind
wine tasting” would be performed. We were each given a
small page from a tablet that was to be used to record the
varietal of each wine we tasted. We were also given a small
quantity of individual score cards and asked to grade each wine as it was tasted. On a scale of 1-5;
we were to rate the “nose” of the wine and to identify individual characteristics, such as: hints of
cinnamon, oak, vanilla, etc. Next, we rated the
taste – how well did you like it? And finally,
what flavors did you perceive: floral, berries,
spices, etc. After each tasting, the ballots would
be collected and scored. There were to be three prizes awarded when finished – one for the
best white wine, one for the best red wine and a prize for the person who correctly identified
the greatest number of the wines presented.
And so: we, “let the games begin.” It didn’t take very long for us to discover, sommeliers or
wine tasters, we were not. I can readily admit, as to “nose”, white wine smells like wine, and red wine smells like wine also. No help there for
me. Now, when it comes to taste; well, at least I know what I like (and what I don’t like).
The wines were presented one at a time. Beginning with the whites, then moving on to the reds. Each
bottle was identified only by the number assigned to it, for the sake of scoring. Once all of the wines were
scored, they were then uncloaked and presented by the bearer. The order in which they were presented
was, from bottom (least liked) to top (most liked).
The first one presented, and the least liked – was mine! Well, someone had to come in last (but there
should have been a prize, ya know?) The prizes were all cloth wine bags, hand made
by Mrs. Scaduto and emblazoned with the Mercedes-Benz logo. They were beautifully done and would be treasured by the winners. This was a totally fun event and
will be remembered well in the years ahead. And maybe, just maybe, some of us now have a better appreciation for how
we go about tasting our wines. Prosit!

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org

5

Be My Valentine!

By Bill Fix

Entering the short, winding driveway of the East Aurora Country Club you could see the historic clubhouse just ahead. Built in 1916, the clubhouse anchors one of Western New York’s
finest golf courses. Once parked, a short walk took you to the front entrance. Entering the foyer
you were immediately struck with the eloquence of the architecture. After hanging our coats in
the cloakroom, we mounted a stairway that lead to the main room of the clubhouse.
The interior of the building was inspired by Roycroft and was obvious in its beautiful cathedral ceilings, exposed beams running the width of the building, and enhanced by a floor to ceiling stone fireplace that exuded a welcoming and comfortable ambience. A side room overlooked a covered patio
that, in turn, overlooked the grounds of the popular golf course. On this day, the side room housed
tables ladened with coffee and tea urns, pastries, cheese and fruit trays as well as “virgin” orange and
cranberry juices that could be easily converted
to mimosa with a short trip to the barroom.
Upon entering the main room, we were
greeted by our hosts, Dale and Michele Szafranski, who presented each of the ladies entering, a rose. The atmosphere of the room was enhanced with Valentine
balloon centerpieces and rose
petals and tiny candy hearts sprinkled about each table.
The center of the room contained our buffet consisting of
Caesar salad, mini-rolls, fruit
bowl, scrambled eggs, home fries,
French toast, sausage, bacon, maple syrup and completed with carving stations offering roast beef, au jus and turkey with
gravy. All of the food was prepared to perfection.
After a brief period of socializing, we proceeded to fill our plates and enjoy the bounty set before us. During introductory remarks made
by the club president, new members Gary and Margaret Danner were welcomed, as were their daughter and son-in-law who were visitors.
Mike and Melanie Smith also brought along friends, Sam and Barbara Gullo, who may be aspiring new members.
A surprise announcement was made for Fran and Gary Baumgartner who were celebrating their 51st wedding anniversary. (Quite a fitting
party for you guys, ay!) All in all – what a great day!

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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Niagara Section Apparel Order Form

INSTRUCTIONS
You may find it easy to shop at www.sanmar.com but, please order from the printed catalog
ONLY. Catalogs are available from Rick Smith at Niagara Section events and meetings.
Catalog
Page #

Item
Code

Description

Color(s)

Size
S,M,L,
etc.

$ Each

Quantity

Total $

Total
amount
of order*

*Note: Send no money. The extra charge for the Niagara Section logo will be added to your total.
The total invoice will be sent to you, payable on delivery of merchandise, by cash or check.
Hats and other smaller items are not suitable for logo application.
Place your order using this order sheet and send it to:
Rick Smith, MBCA
6 Morningside Court
East Aurora, NY 14052
Your Name _________________________________________________ Phone # _____-_____-___________
Address ____________________________________________________ email ____________________________
(optional)
City ____________________________
State ______ Zip __________
Items may be picked up at Niagara Section monthly meetings or by special arrangement with Rick Smith. Please use email to contact Rick: ricksmith14052@gmail.com

Advertisement

Advertisement

For Sale: 2015 SLK250
Stunning Designo Cardinal Red Metallic paint with
Parchment interior. AMG appearance package, Panoramic
glass retractible roof, navigation, new tires, one owner
California Car. 28,000 miles. Spring special only $30,900.

New! Follow us on facebook: 2nd Hand Lions
Independent NYS
Registered Auto
Dealer

Gene Long

Call or Text: 716-912-2902 email: genelong@verizon.net
Trades Accepted…….Discounts for Club Members!

WHEELS AND DEALS
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.
Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net

Wheels for sale...
Set of four original factory wheels for SLK230 or SLK320. Good condition, used, including lug bolts and painted center caps. Rear 8Jx16 Part no. 170
401 03 02. Front 7Jx16 part no. 170 401 02 02. Asking $400 for the set. Call
Gene Long at 716-912-2902.

WeatherTech floor liners (not mats) for driver and passenger sides. Beige. Fit 2012+ newer
Mercedes-Benz ML models. Clean and in good condition. $45 (cheap) Ed Yungbluth 716-759-1130

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org
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U PCOMING E VENTS —P RINT , C LIP AND S AVE !
Monthly Member Meetings:



Third Tuesday of each month at Milos Restaurant, 6:30 PM.
All members and guests are welcome! (No meetings in June, July, August or December.)



April 17—Monthly meeting, 6:30 pm



May 6—Buffalo Double-Decker Bus Tour, 1:15 PM., Starts at Canalside.
Please pre-register and pre-pay by April 28, see email flyer. Call Deb Boehm 523
-6872 or Joan Long 912-1102 for info.



May 15—Monthly meeting, 6:30 pm



June 16—Car Cruise, See page 4 for details



June (to be determined) Niagara Section Road Rally*



June 23—The Great Race, Buffalo to Halifax, leaves Buffalo Transportation Museum at 10:30 am. See greatrace.com for more info.



July 15—Seventh Annual Beer Fest, Deb and John Boehm hosts*



August 26—New Members Picnic in Ft. Erie Ontario*
Please see our Facebook page and our website Niagara.mbca.org
for calendar information and details!
*Watch for future announcements and details on email!
Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events.
Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings.

Advertisement

CLA Class

