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Niagara Section Beer Tasting - 2018 
   John and Debbie Boehm hosted our “Beerfest” this year at their beautiful 
home in Getzville.  Entering the beer garden (back yard) we were greeted 
by an exquisite garden, a manicured lawn and a soothing serene pond.  

   Trees provided a shade canopy and chairs were set facing the stage, 
where this year classic familiar music was provided, to accompany the 
members who offered their favorite beers and the stories that go with 
them.  

   Samples of international and craft beers were offered. Every beer had a 
character of its own and all were received with enthusiasm and interest. 

   Shortly after the last beer was tasted, the aroma of German sausages filled the air, expertly grilled by host John Boehm. 
Once the sausages were ready; we filled our plates from the dishes members had brought to share. Suddenly, everything was 
considerably quieter as the luscious food was devoured. Thanks to Christine Westenfield for her professional insight into the 
various beers, and special thanks to John and Debbie for their wonderful hospitality! 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Reminder:   

Nickel Star is primarily distributed electronically to your known email address, quarterly.  If you 
are not receiving it electronically, email your address to:  genelong@verizon.net   

However, if you do not have an email address, the newsletter will be sent out via USPS mail.  
Contact Gene Long at 716-655-4515.  

The NICKEL CITY STAR is published quarterly.  Opinions, ideas and suggestions in the newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the publisher or MBCA.  No 
authentication is implied by the publisher or MBCA.  No inference should be made that the products or services advertised herein have the approval of the publisher, MBCA, Daimler AG or MBUSA.  The 
trade names and the trademarks “Mercedes-Benz”, “Mercedes”, and the three pointed star in a circle are owned by Daimler AG and are authorized for use by its licensees, which include MBCA.  Personal 
ads for parts and auto sales are free to members ($20 for non-members, per occurrence), and commercial ad rates are available upon request from the editor. 
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Check out our NEW website: www.niagara.mbca.org 

“Niagara Section  

Mercedes-Benz Club of America” 

   The MBCA Niagara Section has its own Facebook page.  If you are on Facebook, please click on “like” and 
“follow”  for our page.  If you do, then you will receive notices of events and photos that are posted.  To find our 
page, search:  Mercedes-Benz Club of America-Niagara Section.    

   You might also want to check out Niagara Section on the National MBCA website.  This is not a Facebook 
page but it is available to anyone on the internet.  Besides the National club information, our section will have 
activities listed and brief descriptions of the results of the events.   



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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President’s Message       By Bill Fix 

  Well, here we are. Summer has come and gone. This was a brutally challenging season 
in many ways. This was one of the hottest and most humid summers on record. On 
those successive days of unrelenting heat it was often difficult to summon up the energy 
to get outside to participate in the various summer time activities that we usually find 
so enjoyable – especially after being wintered up. 

  While we were successful with planning section events over the summer months, it became challenging 
to get members out to participate. The prospect of enduring long periods in the sun along with the severe 
humidity left many of us simply staying home in the air conditioning. The Father’s Day Sonnenberg Gar-
den Car Show, held jointly with the Finger Lakes Section was poorly attended. On the other hand, the an-
nual July Beer fest enjoyed a good turnout. Probably, the anticipated enjoyment of an icy cold beer in the 
shade and with the company of good friends was an enticement. Unfortunately, our annual picnic, hosted 
by Paul and Micki Murphy at their summer home in Erie, Ontario, Canada was also poorly attended. 
Next came Schlachtfest at the Spring Gardens in Marilla, New York. Attendance was, as usual, pretty 
good. And we had a nice showing of our Mercedes-Benz autos down in the meadow. 

  So, as I mentioned, this was indeed a challenging summer. But we are now into the fall season and we 
have a nice offering of events for you to plan to participate in. Please check the Upcoming Events calen-
dar at the back of the newsletter. And please get your RSVP’s in as requested so that we may comply with 
the requirements of the various venues. 

  Thank you all for your continued interest in, and support of our Section. As always, we look forward to 
seeing as many of you as possible at each and every event and at our monthly meetings. 

New Member 

Rudolph Hein 
Amherst 

 

WELCOME Mr. Hein, and thank you for joining us!   

(Current members:  Don’t forget to renew!) 

Please remember to vote in our national 
election. Watch email for your ballot. 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Hans Mobius 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the Niagara Section’s most active members, Hans Mobius, passed 
away June 22, 2018.  Has was a Mercedes Club member for nearly eleven 

years, enjoying his Mercedes SLS AMG and the club’s activities with his wife 
Janet, and actively promoting new ideas for the club. 

   

 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Membership MATTERS 

IfMembership Renewals     By Dough Geganto 

 you are staying in Beverly Hills long enough, you become a “Mercedes” 

Dustin Hoffman 

   You’ve just received a letter or email notice that your MBCA membership is about to expire on 

the 22nd of August; which is several weeks off. Because you are busy at the moment, you’ll 

handle it later when things slow down. Let's face it; there’s plenty of time to take care of it, right? 

   It's common that things don’t slow down, work demands increase, family obligations take up 

more of your free time, and the thought of renewing your membership escapes your mind. 

Many other members are challenged with the demands of limited time, too. 

   Currently, the club sends out 90, 60 and 30-day email reminder notices. A renewal letter is also 

mailed to the member 60-days before their membership expires. After a membership does 

expire, the MBCA sends out three more email reminders spread across 90-days and one 

renewal request via regular mail. Upon receiving their last issue of The Star, members are 

greeted with an insert that says “THIS IS YOUR LAST ISSUE OF THE STAR.” 

 

   That seems like plenty of notices, right? What else can be done? 

 

   There is another idea. Currently, MBCA is researching how to implement auto-renewals for 

members to opt-in when joining or renewing. The goal is by the end of 2018, MBCA can begin 

offering an auto-renewal option. 

   Members will be presented with an option to have their membership renew at the end of the 

membership term. This solution will help members manage their membership renewal without 

having to think about it. The goal will be to keep members who didn't want their membership to 

lapse and increase membership retention. 

   MBCA is working on ideas that will increase member retention and improve its online 

technology. The Club is aware that there are many other challenges, which are being addressed 

and this is one of them. 

   We would like to hear from you. What are your thoughts with MBCA implementing an autorenew 

option?  Please contact one of our officers with your welcome suggestions! 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Schlachtfest at Spring Garden    2018 
   Each year the Niagara Section attends a local celebration of the end of Summer, spon-

sored by the Spring Garden Association at their picturesque location in Marilla, NY.  Our 

long-time member Jerry Knapp once again hosted our members by providing admission 

and preferred parking in the meadow, which lends itself to becoming an impromptu car 

show, as well as reserved tables for the celebration.  Thanks again Jerry! 

   This year it was again a beautiful day in a beautiful setting… who could ask for more?! 

 

 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Summer Picnic at the Murphy’s 
   This year’s Summer event was again held at the Fort Erie Ontario summer home of members Paul and Micki Murphy.  Their getaway is 
just walking distance to Waverly Beach, the site of a beautiful park and former amusement attraction, where we could see across Lake Erie 
and enjoy unique views of Buffalo and Lackawanna.  It was easy to spot the city skyline, the Skyway, the wind farm and the water intake 
structure out in the lake, where over a million gallons of water are drawn each day.   

   The house, surrounded by stately trees, is a roomy and comfortable home, very suitable for gatherings and a convenient home base for 
excursions to nearby attractions.  Paul and Micki grilled food and served beverages provided by the Niagara Section, as well as members’ 
favorite dishes brought to share.  Everything was delicious!  

 



 

Questions? Call your Section President (See page 2) or our National Business Office at 
1.800.637.2360 M-F 8am—5pm MT, or visit www.mbca.org 
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Advertisement 

WHEELS AND DEALS 
Wheels and Deals ads are FREE to all Mercedes-Benz Club Members, $20 for non-members.   

Please note: ads will appear in one issue only, unless specifically requested. Submit ads and requests to Editor or email genelong@verizon.net 

 

Set of four original factory wheels for SLK230 or SLK320.  Good condition, 
used, including lug bolts and painted center caps.  Rear 8Jx16 Part no. 170 401 03 
02.  Front 7Jx16 part no. 170 401 02 02.  Asking $400 for the set.  Call Gene Long 
at 716-912-2902. 
 

(Your classified ad here!) 

Advertisement 

Gene Long      Call or Text: 716-912-2902   email:  genelong@verizon.net   

Trades Accepted…….Discounts for Club Members! 

Independent NYS   

Registered Auto 

Dealer 

New!  Follow us on facebook:  2nd Hand Lions 

  For Sale:  For Sale:    

2003 Mini Cooper S, Loaded, only 62,000 miles, manual 
shift turbocharged 4 cyl, 6 speed, HID lights, Panoramic 
glass roof. Asking $5,500, …but call for member price. 



UPCOMING EVENTS—PRINT , CLIP AND SAVE ! 
 

 

 Monthly Member Meetings:  Third Tuesday of each month at Milos Restaurant, 6:30 PM.  All 

members and guests are welcome!   (No meetings in June, July, August or December.) 
 

 October 6—Lockport Locks Tour, email genelong@verizon.net for more info.  

 November (TBD) * Watch for email notification.  

 December 9—Christmas Party at Buffalo Yacht Club, Invitation to follow in US 
Mail.* 

 

Please see our Facebook page and our website Niagara.mbca.org  

for calendar information and details!  

*Watch for future announcements and details on email! 

Members of all sections and guests are always invited to Niagara Section events. 

Also, check The Star and www.mbca.org for national events listings. 

CLA Class 

Advertisement 

Please remember to vote in our national 
election. Watch email for your ballot. 


